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Editorial 


FAR-RIGHT CROSS FERTILISATION, 


THEN AND NOW 
By Gerry Gable 


THE CURRENT CROSS fertilisation 
between the many strands of the far right 
has a parallel in the 1970s when the 
Conservative Party leadership came under 
siege from the Monday Club, whose MPs, 
who held the balance of power in Edward 
Heath's government, were trying to 
impose their ideas on the party. It failed 
then because Heath refused to be 
blackmailed by supporters of lan Smith's 
illegal racist regime and admirers of Enoch 
Powell for his “rivers of blood" speech 
about immigration. Their ideas enjoyed 
wide media support, which gave rise to 
violence in the streets against Asian 
refugees from Uganda and Kenya, and the 
growth of the National Front. 

Running alongside the Monday Club 
were six to ten racist, anti-Jewish and 
certainly anti-trade union groups. 
Searchlight played a major role in exposing 
the secret cabals of people in these groups 
who were linked to the security services. 

Those people moved on to international 
organisations such as Western Goals, which 
had links with the CIA and death squads in 
Latin America, until the CIA decided they 
were too extreme even for it. The 
Conservative Party suspended the Monday 
Club and the extremists in it eventually 
congregated in the Traditional Britain Group 
formed at the start of the 21st century. 

Last month the Traditional Britain Group 
joined with The Quarterly Review to put 
on a day-long conference in London. The 
Quarterly Review is edited by Derek 
Turner, the former Irish nazi leader who 
ran Right Now! magazine with close 
friends of the now-dead racist trade union 
basher Lady Jane Birdwood. The Quarterly 
Review was bought for him by the 
rightwing Greek millionaire Taki 
Theodoracopulos, who did the same 


favour for Turner's counterpart in the USA 
Robert Spencer. 

Searchlight has sounded the alarm in 
recent years about Troy Southgate’s New 
Right group and the lona London Forum 
run by Jeremy Bedford-Turner. The reason 
for alarm is the stream of top nazis, fascists 
and Holocaust deniers who speak at these 
groups’ meetings and influence the 
ideological development of the right. 
Through groups such as the Traditional 
Britain Group, such ideas permeate to a 
wider and more influential audience on the 
conservative right. 

The links between the fascist and 
conservative far right are also apparent in 
Andrew Brons's new British Democratic 
Party, which includes many old-style fascists 
alongside some traditionally on the extreme 
right of the Conservative Party. The same 
crossover occurred at last month's 
Traditional Britain Group conference. 

Searchlight will carry on exposing them, 
educating the anti-fascist and anti-racist 
movement to the dangers they pose and 
criticising those who claim to be part of the 
anti-fascist struggle but have hampered our 
work of exposing and opposing the 
proponents of the new far right. 

Last month we exposed the government's 
plans to privatise large parts of the criminal 
justice system and institute a pretence that 
the police are democratically accountable. If 
you live outside London, we suggest you go 
to the polls on 15 November but spoil your 
ballot paper by calling for a stop to 
privatisation of the police, prison and 
probation services and a firm stand against 
the attacks on the education and health 
services and other parts of the social fabric of 
this country. The Labour Party's participation 
in this scam does not merit our votes for 
Labour police commissioner candidates. 


Visit www.searchlightmagazine.com for news 


and updates, blogs and reader comments 
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11th hour snags for new Brons party 


By Sonia Gable 


IT HAS BEEN A LONG TIME coming but the veteran 
fascist Andrew Brons has finally agreed to give his 
endorsement to a new far-right party that its promoters 
hope will quickly eclipse the British National Party. 

Called the British Democratic Party, a name agreed 
upon somewhat reluctantly, it will be chaired by Kevin 
Scott, a former BNP North East organiser who runs what 
he styles an independent nationalist civil rights group 
called Civil Liberty. Brons will be its president after 
declining the main leadership role. 

Scott was a last-minute choice. Peter Phillips, another 
former long-time BNP member, had been lined up as 
chairman but walked out suddenly, taking with him the 
snappy new name chosen by the project's steering 
group, True Brits. Some had been unhappy with the 
choice of Phillips because he is openly gay, and it seems 
all the sniping got to him. 

Phillips and Robert Gertner, a veteran former BNP 
activist from Croydon, had registered True Brits with the 
Electoral Commission on 24 November 2011. When 
Phillips walked off he took the name with him. 

His move was somewhat embarrassing for Scott who 
had jumped the gun at last month's Traditional Britain 
Group conference by distributing a statement of intent 
under the True Brits name. The black-and-white leaflet 
was scruffy and uninspiring. 

It was Adrian Davies, a barrister who has legally 
represented fascists against the BNP, who came to the 
rescue. He and Raymond Heath had registered the BDP 
on 23 May 2011 in readiness for a split from the BNP. 
Although some people were unhappy with the word 
“democratic” in the party name - fascists after all are 
rather keener on authoritarian leadership — they were 
left with little choice. 

The party will have two deputy chairs: Andrew Moffat 
and Ken Booth. Moffat was once political secretary for 
the Holocaust revisionist writer David Irving and at one 
time shared a flat in London with the Italian convicted 
terrorist Roberto Fiore and Nick Griffin, long before 
Griffin became leader of the BNP. More recently Moffat 
stood as a UK Independence Party candidate in the 
2005 general election and then worked for Griffin on his 
European Parliamentary payroll. 

Booth was the BNP's North East regional organiser 
until he was sacked in 2010 for demanding answers to 
awkward questions about the party's finances. 

The steering group had wanted Sharon Wilkinson as a 
third deputy chair, mainly because they felt it would look 
better to include a woman. However Wilkinson, who 
was a BNP councillor in Burnley for eight years until she 
lost her seat in May this year, is uncertain whether she 
wants to throw in her lot with the BDP or join her 
husband in the National Front. 

Several other prominent far-right activists are on the 


steering group alongside Davies and Scott, its secretary. 
They include Sam Swerling, a law lecturer and former 
Tory councillor who now graces meetings of the 
Traditional Britain Group (see pages 6-7). Richard 
Edmonds, a former leading BNP officer, is involved in the 
planning but has decided to stay in the NF for the 
moment. Chris Roberts, a former London BNP leader, 
supports the move but says his job does not allow him 
time for much activity. 

The party's website will be run by Steve Blake, 
webmaster for the BNP until his expulsion in December 
2007 as part of the rebel group that became known as 
the Decembrists. Mike Newland, a former BNP treasurer, 
has declined to perform the same role for the BDP and 
John Savage, who briefly (less than a month) acted as 
treasurer for the British Freedom Party immediately after 
its formation, has been approached. 

The steering group had been planning a big launch 
meeting for the first weekend in November but called it 
off and now intends to put on regional meetings. 

Brons, elected as a BNP MEP for Yorkshire and the 
Humber in 2009, had paved the way for the new party 
by resigning from the BNP on 16 October citing 
“constructive expulsion" after Griffin described him as 
“vermin” and a “state agent". He timed his move until 
plans for the new party were at an advanced stage. He 
will retain his seat in the European Parliament, much to 
Griffin's annoyance. 

The BDP will hope to scoop up the many former BNP 
activists who have joined other far-right parties or 
remained in the political wilderness. The tiny Bradford- 
based Democratic Nationalists and the de-registered 
Preston-based England First Party are likely to move 
wholesale into the BDP. ~ 

The BDP’s policies are unlikely to differ much from 
those of the BNP. The differences are all about 
Peery wos not principles. 
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Counter-revolutionaries for tradition 


By Sonia Gable 


AS OVER 150,000 trade unionists 
marched along Regent Street and 
Piccadilly in London's West End on 20 
October, nearly 80 people, ranging from 
ultra-right Conservatives, to activists in 
several fascist organisations were 
gathering in the nearby East India Club. 

They were there for a day-long 
conference hosted by the Traditional 
Britain Group (TBG) and the Quarterly 
Review, on the theme: “Another country 
—is there a future for tradition?”. 

Of equal interest to the conference 
itself was that it became the low-key 
launchpad for the new far-right party to 
be headed by the dissident former British 
National Party MEP Andrew Brons. 

The original title for the conference 
was “Reclaiming the right — a radical 
conservative alternative”, which perhaps 
gives a better idea of the nature of the 
event. The Traditional Britain Group 
brings together diehard far-right 
activists, including members and former 
members of the BNP and activists from 
the various splinter groups that have 
followed the mass fallout from the BNP 
extensively documented in past issues of 
Searchlight, with a younger generation 
of ultra-right Conservative militants and 
some older ones. 

Originally formed in 2001, the TBG 
remained small and largely unnoticed 
until recently. Since a relaunch in 2010 
it has held several meetings and social 
events in London with well known 
rightwing speakers such as the UK 
Independence Party MEP Gerard 
Batten, Stuart Millson, a former BNP 
member and activist in several other 
groups, the far-right barrister Adrian 
Davies and Dr Frank Ellis, the former 
Leeds University lecturer who was 
suspended for alleged racism. 

Its aim is to create a wider far-right 
network that can disseminate radical 
conservative ideas and policies more 
effectively and become a leading radical 
conservative alternative political 
movement, using the internet and social 
media (such as Facebook and Twitter) to 
recruit younger members and appeal to 
like-minded individuals and 
organisations. It is notable that more 
than a quarter of those attending last 
month's conference were aged under 30. 
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The day was chaired by Gregory 
Lauder-Frost, the TBG's founder and 
vice-president. Frost was vice-president 
of the ultra-conservative Western Goals 
Institute from 1989 to 2000, where he 
was instrumental in arranging a 
meeting addressed by Jean-Marie Le 
Pen, former leader of the French 
National Front. He has shared 
platforms with Holocaust deniers such 
as Ernst Ztindel and David Irving. 

The first of the nine speakers was 
Derek Turner, founder, in 2007, and 
editor of the conference's co-host, the 
right-wing Quarterly Review. Before 
that Turner edited its predecessor Right 
Now! from 1995 until it closed in 2006. 
In the 1980s he led the Social Action 
Initiative, an Irish Nazi organisation. 

Addressing the question “What is 
wrong with the British right?” Turner 
condemned the UKIP, describing it as: 
“a party of last resort for 
Conservatives. It is the Tory party in 
exile. A minority of UKIP members are 
still fighting the Second World War. 
UKIP is capably led but will need to 
compromise in order to conquer.” 

He added: “Britain has become a 
foreign country. We should be trying to 
work together. Only the right is radical 
and believes in difference over 
sameness". 

He was followed by Dr Andrew Fear, 
lecturer in ancient history at 
Manchester University, on “the 
importance of tradition in the classical 
world". Also keen on taking the TBG's 
Facebook generation into the past was 
Peter David Myers, a council member 
of the Church Society, who spoke on 
“the role of the established Church in 
making and renewing the greatness of 
traditional Britain”. 

The morning was rounded off by Lord 
Sudeley, president of the TBG since 
2011, whose talk, entitled “The House 
of Lords and the hereditary principle”, 
was an attack on the last Labour 
Government's expulsion of hereditary 
peers from the Lords, himself included 
thankfully. A former chairman of the 
ultra-right Conservative Monday Club, 
former patron and vice-president of the 
Western Goals Institute and vice- 
president of the International 


Monarchist League, Sudeley is reputed 
to believe that the abolition of slavery 
was a mistake. 

After lunch, which was not included 
in the £25 ticket price for advance 
bookings, came Dr Peter King, author 
of Reaction: Against the Modern 
World and reader in social thought at 
De Montfort University, who not 
surprisingly addressed the meeting on 
“reactionary politics and what it can 
teach us about the future”. 

Next up was the American racist 
Richard B Spencer, founder and co- 
editor of the online radical traditionalist 
magazine Alternative Right and 
executive director of the National 
Policy Institute think-tank (see also 
pages 28-29). 

Taking as his subject “The American 
Right - can Americans be 
conservative?” he praised the American 
eugenics movement of the 1920s and 
spoke about the racial consciousness of 
American whites, ethnic differences and 
mass immigration. 

“The essential fault line of our age is 
race," he told the gathering. “Our job 
as the traditionalist right is not just to 
preserve the white race but to confront 
the problem. All men are created 
unequal.” 

Professor Stephen Frederick Bush, 
Emeritus Professor of process 
enginéering at Manchester University 
and UKIP spokesman on energy, took 
as his theme “Safeguarding our 
inheritance and raising our game”. The 
former vice-chairman of the Campaign 
for an Independent Britain, Bush now 
runs a website called Britain Watch, 
which features favourite far-right issues 
such as “unprecedented levels of 
immigration", an “inadequate” 
education system, “record emigration 
of native Britons" and “putting the 
non-citizen ahead of the British citizen”. 

Anthony Daniels, a retired prison 
doctor and psychiatrist who writes 
under the name Theodore Dalrymple 
for The Spectator, The Salisbury 
Review and several other publications, 
also looked back to the past, heading 
his talk “Disdain of the past”. His 
particular obsession was planning and 
modern architecture, which severed 


Britain's ties with a traditional past 
going back to the Romans. 

Rounding off the afternoon was Dr 
Sean Gabb, the director since 2006 of 
the Libertarian Alliance, whose subject 
was “In defence of English civilisation” . 
Some of his audience might have been 
confused by his call to smash the ruling 
class, a demand more usually heard 
from the left: “England is under attack 
from its own ruling class, which is 
unaccountable and free-floating. We 
have had political globalisation, the 
domestic Balkanisation of the nation 
and state-sponsored mass immigration. 
We are being impoverished in the 
cultural and economic sense. 

“This is a fundamental attack on the 
English people. We should smash the 
ruling class now, most of which is in the 
public sector. The ultimate purpose is to 
smash the class enemy which is 
destroying our country. Conservatives 
must seize control of the State and 
disestablish the ruling class. 

“A government of Conservatives 
would close down the BBC, the Foreign 
Office and the Equality and Human 
Rights Commission. There should be a 
wholesale shutdown of enemy 
institutions. We should shut down most 
of local government and most of the 
universities for three years. Most charities 
should be disestablished because they 
are political campaigning organisations. 

“What | recommend is a counter- 
revolution. We are facing an existential 
crisis in this country. Revolutionary 
action is needed to stop the destruction 
of our civilisation. | would like to go 
back to a society where households 
had arms to protect their properties." 

Those former BNP members present 
will probably have remembered that 
the right to own guns was once BNP 
policy, included in the party's 2005 
general election manifesto. They 
included Steve Blake, a former BNP 
webmaster who in the 1980s operated 
a box number for Aurora Promotions, 
which imported hardline political and 
paramilitary material from the USA. 

Kevin Scott, also ex-BNP, sold copies 
of the bi-monthly Heritage and 
Destiny, which he described as an 
independent nationalist publication. He 


also handed out copies of his Civil 
Liberty brochure. 

More significantly he distributed a 
scrappy A5 leaflet headed “True Brits”, 
which claimed there was “a sense of 
urgency to achieve electoral success 
and to protect our Island before it is 
too late". Despite the urgency, all the 
leaflet did was to offer more 
information on receipt of “a SAE". Not 
even a website or email address, let 
alone a Facebook page or Twitter 
account: hardly designed to appeal to 
the TBG's younger generation. 

One of the youngest present was Jack 
Buckby, a BNP supporter and Liverpool 
University student who formed the 
National Culturists in summer. When his 
group, who oppose multiculturalism and 
promote nationalism and social 
conservatism, tried to leaflet the 
university's freshers’ fair in September, 
antifascists sent them packing. 

With Buckby was Emmerson Collier, 
whose role in the tiny National 
Culturists carries the grandiose title of 
director of communications. He does 
not share Buckby's support for the BNP, 
preferring to act as coordinator of the 
Young Patriots League, youth-wing of 
Britain First, a party made up mostly of 
ex-BNP activists. 

British Freedom (BFP), another 
splinter from the break-up of the BNP, 
was represented by its leader Paul 
Weston, a former UKIP candidate and 
regular contributor to the Islamophobic 
Gates of Vienna website. 

Another well known Islamophobe 
and BFP activist present was Ann 
Bernadette Marchini, a co-founder and 
funder of the English Defence League. 
The owner of 19 buy-to-let properties 
let mostly room-by-room to students, 
which she runs from her £1.6 million 
home in Highgate, she has been 
involved with a range of counter- 
jihadist organisations in Europe and the 
USA (see Searchlight, December 2011). 

She would not have got on politically 
with Reverend Frank Julian Gelli, an 
Anglican priest and journalist who 
wrote an open letter to the Dutch far- 
right MP Geert Wilders telling him to 
“stop bashing Islam" and “embrace 
the Christian religion in its conservative, 


sound traditions”. 

Also in the audience was Geoffrey 
Godber of the traditionalist Catholic 
Society of St Pius X, which has just 
expelled the notorious Holocaust- 
denying Bishop Richard Williamson. 

Two blasts from the past were Roy 
Painter, former National Front 
Directorate member in the 1970s, and 
Sam Swerling, chairman of the Monday 
Club from 1980 to 1982. Swerling was 
active in the BNP under the name Peter 
Strudwick and is involved with Brons in 
the formation of True Brits. 

Two other former BNP activists 
present were Matthew Tait, a former 
candidate, organiser and anti-mosque 
campaigner in Milton Keynes, and Dr 
Stuart Russell, a former BNP press 
officer under the name Phil Edwards. 

Space precludes us listing everyone 
else, suffice it to mention Demetris 
Demopoulos, an Athens-based 
economist and contributor to A/ternative 
Right, and Robert Carnaghan, founder 
of Immigration Concern. 


and monarchist 


rightwing Salisbury Review 
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By Sonia Gable 


ANDREW BRONS'S decision finally to 
go ahead with a new party comes after 
a year of insisting that the time was not 
yet right and some energetic planning 
over the past two months. 

Brons was left in a strong position 
after nearly ousting Nick Griffin as 
leader of the British National Party in 
July 2011, losing the election by just 
nine votes in a party from which many 
of Griffin's critics had already walked 
out. 

But at a conference of 170 people on 
22 October 2011, held by his BNP Ideas 
group, Brons insisted that he would not 
be pressured into leading a split against 
his better judgement. He argued that he 
would need a new membership base of 
at least 1,500 people to create a serious 
political force rather than yet another 
splinter group that crashes and burns. 
He also believed that a new party could 
not succeed while its parent still existed. 

Brons's hope then was that the BNP 
would collapse under the weight of its 
huge debts and shrinking income. 
Instead the party turned around its 
financial position, the result of a few 
convenient deaths of well heeled 
supporters and drastic cuts in 
expenditure, especially on staffing, 
forced through by its treasurer Clive 
Jefferson. 

That left Brons with a dilemma and he 


Politics graduate Kevin Scott will lead the new party 
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seems simply to have been persuaded 
to change his mind. The BNP limps on, 
and is even contesting three, possibly 
four, ota sic by-elections this 
month. Although it has lost a large 
ortion of its activists, it retains the 
ugely important name recognition 
without which any far-right party can 
only achieve a derisory vote. Unless a 
new party has a lot of money or can 
capture the mood on an issue of the 
a public awareness can take years to 
uild. 

It also seems unlikely that Brons has 
the 1,500 supporters he covets. It is 
unclear how many of those who moved 
from the BNP into parties such as the 
National Front and English Democrats 
can be persuaded to start afresh with 
him. Even the veteran fascist Richard 
Edmonds, who has been closely 
involved in discussions about a new 
party, prefers to stay in the NF, at least 
for the moment, and is expected to 
fight the forthcoming Croydon North 
parliamentary by-election for that party. 

The impetus to go ahead now has 
come mainly from Kevin Scott and Ken 
Booth, two former BNP organisers in 
the North East. It was Scott, secretary of 
the new party's steering group, who 
distributed a leaflet calling for a new 
party under the True Brits name at the 
Traditional Britain Group meeting on 20 
October, and posted an announcement 
on Brons's Nationalist Unity Forum 
website on 2 November, significantly 
without naming the party. 

Most of the criticism of Griffin's 
leadership of the BNP, which has grown 
over the past five years, has focussed 
on his administrative and financial 
incompetence and his dictatorial style. 
Few political differences have emerged, 
though the various splinter groups that 
former BNP members have formed 
have emphasised varying aspects of the 
far-right racist agenda. 

But there may be some political 
differences. On 30 October Michael 
Woodbridge posted an article on Scott's 
Civil Liberty website entitled: “A new 
party needs a revolutionary ideology”. 
Revolutionary it wasn't. He argued that 
authoritarian leadership, as exercised by 
the BNP's founder John Tyndall, was 
preferable to democracy and that the 
new party should “avoid the weasel 
word ‘democratic'” in its name. 

Whether to include the word 


the British Democratic 


democratic in any new party's name 
had already been the topic of hot 
debate at Brons's BNP Ideas conference 
a year earlier, a question that had 
become inextricably linked with the 
issue of whether those present objected 
to Griffin's leadership of the BNP 
because he was not democratic but 
because of who he was. One person 
present said that any party that needed 
to have “democratic” in its name 
probably wasn't. 

Woodbridge also rejected any 
attempt to appear moderate, claiming: 
“Every compromise we make is seen by 
the enemy as a small victory and an 
opportunity to push us back further”. In 
particular he rejected the BNP’s Racism 
Cuts Both Ways campaign of 2008, 
which claimed, mostly falsely, to 
highlight black or Asian racism against 
whites. As well as the campaign being 
“expensive”, Woodbridge's objection 
was that “this sort of tactic plays right 
into the hands of the opposition 
because it suggests that “racism" is a 
crime in itself, an idea our enemies have 
wanted to instil all along." 

Of particular interest was that 
Woodbridge quoted Alex Kurtagic, an 
American right-wing intellectual who 
regularly attends meetings of Troy 
Southgate's New Right group in 
London. Searchlight has tracked this 
intellectual powerhouse of the far right 
for a long time, as well as Jeremy 
Bedford-Turner's lona London Forum, 
which separated from the New Right 
group in 2011. Some observers write 
off these groups as elements of the 
lunatic fringe, but it is in their meetings 
that far-right ideology is developed and 
policy formulated. 

An important meeting on the road to 
the new party was, however, called not 
by the New Right but by Chris Roberts, 
a former BNP London organiser, on 17 
May 2012, two weeks after the BNP’s 
worst council elections performance for 
several years. It brought together 
influential activists from several parties 
to consider the way forward for 
“nationalism”. Nearly all those present 
wanted a new party with Brons as the 
figurehead. 

Brons, who has indicated that he will 
not defend his seat in the next elections 
for the European Parliament in 2014, 
took some persuading. But on 30 
September at a private meeting in rural 


Leicestershire, a game plan for a new 
party was finally drawn up. Brons, 
reluctant at his age to take on the day- 
to-day leadership, and too busy being 
an MEP in Brussels and Strasbourg, 
would be its president. The 
management team would consist of 
experienced officers from a range of 
far-right groups including sacked and 
dissident members of the BNP. 

There were two linked contentious 
issues. One was the name. Taking on 
board the objections to democracy, the 
steering group opted for True Brits, 
already registered as a minor party on 
24 November 2011 by Peter Phillips. 
That dealt with the second issue: the 
chairman would be Phillips, a former 
BNP member who was exposed by 
Searchlight when he stood 
unsuccessfully for election as President 
of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects in 2006. 

But Phillips is openly gay, a problem 
for a far-right party. While many took 
the view that he had never allowed his 
sexuality to impinge on his political life, 
there were still enough knuckle scrapers 
around potentially to cause problems. 
One supporter of Phillips was Dr Jim 
Lewthwaite, a member of the steering 
group and former BNP activist who 
commands wide respect on the far 
right. 

Whether it was sniping over Phillips's 
sexuality or political differences, at the 
last moment Phillips said no, and took 
the True Brits name with him. 


Ken Booth, former BNP North East organiser 


Impatient to get off the ground, they 
decided not to register a new party but 
fell back on the British Democratic 
Party, which Davies and Raymond 
Heath had registered on 23 May 2011 
in preparation for a split from the BNP. 
Those for whom democracy was 
anetENG would just have to bite their 
ips. 

fens the name is tainted. A party 
of that name had existed in the late 
1970s run by Anthony Reed-Herbert, a 
Leicester solicitor, but had collapsed 
after television and press exposés as a 
result of the work of Searchlight's mole 
Ray Hill. 

Scott will now be the new party's 
chairman with Booth as one of two 
deputies. The other will be Andrew 
Moffat, a former political secretary to 
the Holocaust revisionist writer David 
Irving. Moffat was a BNP general 
election candidate in Bognor Regis in 
2010, after standing for the UK 
Independence Party in 2005. He has 
placed himself close to Brons ever since 
differences emerged between Brons and 
Griffin. 

Other prominent far-right activists 
whose support the BDP is canvassing 
include Sharon Wilkinson, a BNP 
councillor in Burnley; Kenny Smith, the 
former BNP administration officer who 
now runs an operation by the name of 
Scotland First; Michael Newlands and 
Jenny Noble, both former BNP 
treasurers; Michaela Mackenzie, a BNP 
administrator who brought an unfair 
dismissal action against the BNP; John 
Savage, briefly treasurer of the British 
Freedom Party; and Steve Blake, who 
will run its website. 

The two activists whose support 
would make all the difference are 
Edmonds and Chris Beverley. If 
Edmonds moved over, many NF 
members would follow, much to the 
annoyance of lan Edwards, the 
lacklustre NF leader. Beverley is a 
former BNP councillor who joined the 
English Democrats and is influential 
with the large number of other ex-BNP 
activists in Robin Tilbrook's party. 

Strangely, Roberts was not at the 
Leicestershire meeting on 30 September 
nor at the private planning meeting on 
14 October at which Brons made the 
decision to resign from the BNP. 

Even without the last-minute 
problems over the name and 
chairmanship, the BDP was never going 
to contest the Corby and Manchester 
Central parliamentary by-elections on 
15 November or the Croydon North 


Andrew Moffat, former BNP and UKIP activist 


and Middlesbrough by-elections on 29 
November. At the time Searchlight 
went to press, it was unclear whether 
the BDP would fight the Rotherham by- 
election caused by the resignation of 
Denis MacShane after he was 
suspended for fraudulent expenses 
claims. Griffin tweeted on 3 November 
that Marlene Guest, a prominent 
Rotherham BNP activist, had agreed to 
stand for the BNP. If true, the BDP will 
not be in a position to make much 
headway in Rotherham. 


Kevin Scott 


Kevin Scott, the British Democratic 
Party's first chairman, has a first-class 
politics and history degree from 
Newcastle University. He joined the =| 
British National Party in 1983 and has 
been its North East organiser, a 
region where the party had strong 
support but never got councillors 
elected. 

He also runs Civil Liberty, set up in 
2006 as a nationalist civil rights 
group, in his words “to help 
individuals who have fallen victim to | 
the tyranny of this twisted concept of | 
government”. Initially at least it only 
helped BNP members. 

Although Scott has no history of 
Nazism, he once contributed an 
article to The Final Conflict, 
magazine of the International Third 
Position, a fascist organisation led by 
the convicted Italian terrorist Roberto 
Fiore. 

Scott has two old convictions: : 
assault in 1987 and using threatening | 
words and behaviour in 1993. 
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Big turnout to honour BNP founder 


By Gerry Gable 


IT WAS PROBABLY the heightened interest in the moves 
behind the scenes in preparation for the launch of Andrew 
Brons's new party that brought out a larger than usual 
number to the seventh annual memorial meeting for the 
Nazi leader John Tyndall, who died in 2005. 

Attendance has varied but this year 91 people made it to 
the 55th Division Club in Preston on 13 October. They 
were subject to strict rules of behaviour and barred from 
some areas to prevent a recurrence of the drunkenness that 
marred last year's event and offended the club's regular 
clientele. 

They were treated to a line-up of eight speakers 
representing several of the far-right groupings currently in 
play outside the British National Party, reflecting the drive 
for what Jim Lewthwaite, co-founder of the tiny Bradford- 
based Democratic Nationalists, termed “pan-nationalist 
unity", of which he is a leading proponent. 

In tribute to Tyndall, the meeting was chaired by the 
veteran fascist Keith Axon, who had been active in the 
National Front in the 1970s under Tyndall's leadership, and 
went on to help Tyndall form the BNP. 

Axon welcomed a young soldier in the audience whom 
he would not name for “security” reasons. He was not the 
only serving soldier present. 

The first speaker was Steve Frost, national secretary of 


Chairman — Keith Axon 
founder member and former West Midlands organiser, BNP 
Parliamentary Candidate: 
Birmingham Perry Barr, 1979 (NF) 
Worcester, 1983 (BNP) 
Birmingham Northfield, 1997 (BNP) 


Peter Barker 
ex-BNP North West 
region press officer 


Dr Jim Lewthwaite 
Bradford City Councillor, 
2004-2007; 
Parliamentary Candidate 
Bradford South, 2005 & 
2010; co-founder, 
Democratic Nationalists, 
2008; former 
archaeology lecturer 


served Ulster/Germany 

with Royal Engineers; 
former NF and BNP 

organiser for Rochdale; 
founder, North West 
Nationalists website 


Steven Smith 
founding organiser of 
Burnley BNP; 
Parliamentary 
Candidate, Burnley 2001 
Author: 
How It Was Done 


Jez Turner 
founder and chairman, 
lona London Forum 
12 year veteran of 
Royal Corps of Signals 
Pashtun translator 


Peter Rushton 


Assistant Editor, 
Heritage and Destiny 
Founder and Editor 
www. jailingopinions.com 
Banned from the BNP 
by Nick Griffin in 2002! 
Russia Today and Press TV 
commentator 


Steve Frost 
British Movement National Secretary 
BM activist since 1976; Yorkshire Regional 
Organiser and member of 1984 Committee, 
saving the Movement when McLoughlin 
closed the BM down. 
Personal friend of the late Colin Jordan 
and represented BM at his funeral, 


Richard Edmonds 
Founder Member and National Organiser, BNP, 1986-1999 
National Front activist 1972-80 + 2011- 
Parliamentary Candidate: Deptford, 1974; Lewisham East, 1983; 
Bethnal Green & Stepney, 1992 
Proprietor, BNP Bookshop, Welling, 1989-99 


Souvenir programme back page 
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the openly Nazi British Movement. He was the only one of 
the featured speakers whose photo was not in the four- 
page “souvenir programme” produced for the meeting. 
Secrecy is still a big thing in the BM, especially as they are 
shopping around groups on the periphery of the English 
Defence League, such as the Casuals, Combined Ex-Forces 
(CxF) and Infidels, to bolster their “Honour Guard", a now 
ageing group of street fighters. 

Jez Bedford-Turner, founder and chairman of the lona 
London Forum new-right discussion group, was followed 
by Steven Smith, the former organiser of Burnley BNP. Then 
it was the turn of Lewthwaite, a former BNP councillor in 
Bradford, who not surprisingly spoke about unity. 

He was followed by Peter Barker, a former soldier and 
former NF and BNP organiser for Rochdale, well known for 
his past interest in firearms. Then came an unscheduled 
speaker: David Jones, a farmer who was about to stand ina 
local parish council election. He produced his glossy 
election leaflet that many thought very smart for such a 
minor election. 

Then Peter Rushton, deputy editor of Heritage and 
Destiny, which had published the programme, took the 
platform. Rushton is well known for his visits to Iran and his 
work on Middle East issues. The programme described him 
as “banned from the BNP by Nick Griffin in 2002", 
something he now seems to parade as a badge of honour. 

Finishing off was the NF and BNP veteran Richard 
Edmonds, who is preparing to fight the Croydon North by- 
election on 29 November on an MF ticket. 

As well as a raffle, participants enjoyed a wide range of 
merchandise. A Historical Review Press stall - the name 
goes on despite the death of its owner Anthony Hancock in 
June — was run by Londoners Paul Ballard and Duncan 
Robertson, who word has it has finally kicked the booze. 

The Candour stall was run by Bedford-Turner in the 
absence of Colin Todd, who normally looks after the 
interests of the Italian convicted terrorist Roberto Fiore. He 
was ably assisted by the charming Benny Bullman of Blood 
and Honour. 

Heritage and Destiny had a stall, run by its editor Mark 
Cotterill, who was pushing hard to gain new subscribers to 
the magazine which went bi-monthly earlier this year. 
Finally, Liam Kernaghan, also known as Haines, brought his 
regular stall with publications, badges and knick-knacks. 

Andrew Brons was there of course, arriving with Kevin 
Meeson from Yorkshire. Also present were Dennis Whiting, 
former head librarian at Kent University; Arthur Flinders, a 
generous funder of far-right causes; Mark Twiddy, one-time 
best mate of the former NF and BNP thug Matthew Collins 
before he defected to antifascism; Dougie from Glasgow 
Scottish Defence League; the Holocaust denier Lady 
Michéle Renouf; everyone's favourite loony Frank Walsh; 
and the new boys from the National Culturists Emmerson 
Collier and Jack Buckby. 

Others came from the EDL and its offshoots. There were 
only five women, none among the speakers. 

The audience left on a high waiting for a call to the 
launch meeting for the new party that had been set for 3 
November, now postponed. 


Right support 


AN AMERICAN TEA PARTY speaker was a surprise treat for 
the depleted audience at the latest meeting of the New 
Right group on 29 September. Troy Southgate, the group's 
coordinator, had already lined up a long list of UK and 
international speakers for the meeting, held at the King's 
Head pub in Southwark, venue of a meeting last May that 
brought together a variety of far-right activists to pledge 
support for Andrew Brons as the figurehead leader of a 
new party. National Front meetings have also been held 
there recently. 

The meeting was chaired by Adrian Davies, a barrister 
who has represented various claimants and defendants in 
legal cases against the British National Party. Davies is also 
one of the prime movers in establishing the new party. 

The New Right group is important as one of the forums 
that develops ideology for the wider far-right movement, 
though not all its speakers are adept at this. 

On this occasion the first speaker contributed little. The 
renowned lunatic Alexander Baron, a convicted robber and 
supporter of the outright Nazi British Movement, delivered 
a raving antisemitic and racist speech, which he later 
posted on his website commenting that it was the best 
speech he had ever made. It included an attack on 
Searchlight on the grounds that a past editor, Vron Ware, 
was a practitioner of “miscegenation". What this means in 
plain English is that she married a black man, a mortal sin 
for the likes of Baron. Baron is so off the wall, even for the 
far right, he is generally only invited for light relief. 

He was followed by Lady Michéle Renouf wittering on 
about the bombing of Dresden by the allies in 1945, one of 
the favourite gripes of the arch apologist for the Third 
Reich David Irving, not present as he had just flown off to 
the USA for yet another of his speaking tours. 

The scheduled international guest was Norman Lowell, a 
Maltese ultranationalist writer who deludes himself that he 
will one day lead a pan-European far-right movement and 
will be elected to the European Parliament in 2014. In the 
2009 European election he received just over 1% of the 
vote. The party he leads, Imperium Europa, advocates the 
expulsion of all non-white people from Europe. With his 
outlandish analysis of European politics he ranks as another 
fun speaker but has money in the bank raised mainly from 
his endeavours as an artist. 

His party runs a large “security team" — thugs to you and 
me — two of whom he brought along to protect him. Much 
of the 35-strong audience were more than a little amazed 
when these bruisers stood against the door when Lowell 
popped into the gents. We can only assume he had heard 
how vulnerable and leaky these meetings have become. 

Davies then spoke in memory of the late and unlamented 


arty activist seeks 


Convicted racist and New Right Group favourite Norman Lowell 


Tony Hancock, printer, publisher, fraudster and pal of 
various international terrorists, who passed away in June 
(see Searchlight September 2012). 

Missing from the speakers’ list this time was Martin 
Webster, former national organiser of the National Front, 
who has maintained a presence as an unaffiliated Nazi. 
Perhaps he thought two other Jew-hating headbangers on 
the platform were more than enough even for this 
extremist audience. 

The unscheduled guest was Richard Hines of the US 
Constitutional Party and former Republican representative 
in the South Carolina state assembly. In 2000 Hines was 
given credit by some for helping to defeat John McCain in 
the race for the Republican presidential nomination by 
spreading the story that McCain had refused to fly a 
Confederate flag. 

Hines's Washington lobbying firm held the public 
relations contract for Colonel Gaddafi's attempt to lift 
sanctions against Libya. Described by some as a paleo- 
conservative, he was visiting the UK with a view to building 
links for the Tea Parties in particular with the UK 
Independence Party. However he has little grasp of UK 
politics. 

In the past he has been linked with the Portuguese and 
Brazilian right-wing ultra-Catholic group Tradition, Family 
and Property, which in turn has links with the right-wing 
landed elite in South America. 

Hines probably rescued the meeting from total banality. 
Southgate will have to do better next time to avoid being 
eclipsed by Jez Bedford Turner, who runs the rival lona 
London Forum, which puts on similar meetings. 
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By Sonia Gable 


BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY members are trying to be 
upbeat about their party's depleted state and the prospect 
of competition from a new party headed by the BNP's 
former MEP Andrew Brons. A short video filmed at the 
party's annual conference over the weekend of 3-4 
November featured Lynne Mozar, the BNP's South East 
organiser, describing a “new air of optimism”. Her 
admission of “slightly decimated numbers especially in 
the South East” told a more accurate story. 

The conference in Blackpool was graced by two slogans: 
“moving forward together” and “back to winning”. 
Moving forward together is meaningless: together with 
whom? Those who remain in the party will no doubt move 
together, whether forward is uncertain. Few of those who 
have left will be enticed back. 

Alwyn Deacon, the BNP's newly appointed national 
elections officer, outlined his “back to winning" strategy: 
“just hard work, methodical, targeted smart work". Target 
wards to fight, get candidates in place now, monthly 
newsletters, find local issues, attend meetings, write to local 
papers, good quality leaflets, sign people up to postal votes 
and, perhaps hardest of all, be smart and polite when out 
leafleting. So nothing new then and no sign of “Alfred”, 
the computer program that Griffin declared in 2010 would 
transform the BNP's ability to contest elections on an equal 
footing with Labour and other big parties. 

The last time the BNP won an election was in May 2011 
and even then it retained only two of the 11 council seats 
it was defending. It fought fewer council seats in May 
2012 than for several years and polled an average of just 
8%. By-elections have been no better. It now has only 
three councillors from a high of 57 in 2009. So “back to 
winning” will be a steep uphill road with a lot of pot holes. 

Nick Griffin, the party leader, described the conference 
as a lot bigger than last year and with “a fantastic 
atmosphere”. How many people were there gave rise to 
frenzied debate on the BNP section of the British 
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No new winning strategy: Alwyn Deacon 
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Democracy Forum with estimates ranging from about 35 
delegates to around 200 participants over the two days. 
Some differences in reported numbers are the result of 
party members with the right to vote at the conference 
being allowed to bring friends as observers. The largest 
part of the difference, however, comes from people 
pushing their own pro or anti BNP agenda, therefore 
guilty of double or selective counting. 

One delegate reported that it was great when the 
motions were being discussed as nobody would oppose 
them, people were so likeminded. The debates cannot have 
been very interesting. Griffin made the best of it by praising 
speakers for considering the practical effect of the motions, 
claiming this did not happen in other parties. Not in ones 
he has led perhaps. 

Some participants were worried at being handed a leaflet 
on arrival asking them to leave money to the BNP in their 
wills. One commented: “Some elderly members looked 
uneasy with Clive smiling on." Clive Jefferson is the BNP 
treasurer and has gratefully received bequests from recently 
deceased party members in the nick of time to save the 
party from bankruptcy. 

Griffin said “we're back in business", and the first 
business for the party will be to fight three, possibly four, 
parliamentary by-elections this month. Eddy O'Sullivan is 
standing in a 12-strong field in Manchester Central and 
Gordon Riddell faces 13 opponents in Corby. Both elections 
will take place on 15 November. The UK Independence 
Party will compete for the far-right vote in both 
constituencies and in Corby the BNP also goes head to 
head with the English Democrats. 

The BNP has promised to field a candidate in 
Middlesbrough on 29 November and in the Rotherham 
by-election, which at the time Searchlight went to press 
had not been called. : 

At the general election the party polled 4.7% in Corby, 
4.1% in Manchester, 5.8% in Middlesbrough and 10.4% 
in Rotherham. The contests will give an indication of the 
party's falling support, though by-elections — which 
generally attract more candidates but a lower poll — are 
never directly comparable with a general election. 

Rotherham will be the one to watch. The BNP will try to 
capitalise on the campaign it waged over MPs' expenses, 
notwithstanding that the instigator and main proponent 
of that campaign, former police officer Michael Barnbrook, 
turned against Griffin and is no longer a BNP member. 
That campaign targeted Denis MacShane, whose 
resignation over fraudulent expenses claims is the cause 
of the by-election. 

The BNP will also try to exploit the scandal of child sex 
grooming by gangs of men mostly of Pakistani origin. It 
is likely to face competition from other far-right parties 
keen to grab a share of the BNP’s past support. The English 
Democrats may stand and Britain First is currently 
canvassing members and supporters on whether it should 
make its first foray into electoral politics. 


Old wounds 
reopened 
after EDL 
leader jailed 


By Sonia Gable 


THE IMPRISONMENT OF the English Defence League 
leader pending trial on a charge of entering the USA ona 
false document has provoked a war between two of the 
smaller outfits on the far right. 

On 11 October, nine days before his arrest, Stephen 
Lennon, better known as Tommy Robinson, resigned as joint 
deputy leader of the tiny British Freedom Party. His cousin 
and co-leader of the EDL, Kevin Carroll, remains deputy 
leader of the BFP and is standing for election as police and 
crime commissioner for Bedfordshire on a BFP ticket. 

Lennon told The Independent he had resigned so he 
could concentrate on turning the EDL street protest 
movement into a political party in time to contest the 
European Parliament election in June 2014. But with 
Lennon in prison at least until his trial in January and Carroll 
more interested in the BFP, it is unlikely that the street 
protest group will get anywhere close to entering an 
already crowded far-right electoral stage. In any case many 
of its activists support the EDL rather than other far-right 
parties because they have no interest in electoral politics. 

The EDL is in disarray. A return visit to Walthamstow in 
North East London on 27 October that the group billed as 
a rematch, after its defeat on 1 September, did not go 
ahead after a Home Office ban. Instead around 60 of 
them, many from outside London, tried to occupy 
Parliament Square in Westminster. Many carried posters 
depicting Lennon behind bars with a call to “Free Tommy 
Robinson, political prisoner”, something he patently isn't: 
using a false passport is not a political crime. 

Lennon's arrest was part of a police swoop on 53 EDL 
activists at various locations on the M25 and M3 
motorways on 20 October. The men (there were no 
women) were arrested on suspicion of conspiracy to cause 
a public nuisance in east London. It is believed they were 
planning to hold an unofficial demonstration outside a 
mosque in Whitechapel. They had hired trucks to hide in to 
reach their destination unnoticed, but the police were 
aware of the operation and stopped the vehicles. Apart 
from Lennon the men were bailed on condition that they 
do not enter certain east London boroughs including 
Waltham Forest until the end of November. 

The manner of the arrests caused some mirth and a 
feeling that it was well deserved. However, protesting is not 
a criminal offence, even outside a mosque. A Metropolitan 
police spokesman said: “the arrests formed part of an 


intelligence-led, pre-event investigation into a planned 
disturbance in east London on the same day," but no 
further details are available to indicate they were going to 
do anything more than protest. It will be interesting to see 
whether the men are charged. 

Lennon meanwhile remains locked up and both the BFP 
and Britain First have appealed for support for him. The 
BFP has asked for financial donations to ease his stay and 
for his defence. Anyone naive enough to respond will find 
their money goes not to the EDL or the BFP but to a 
trading company called NRNLS Ltd. 

As | revealed in the August issue of Searchlight, NRNLS 
Ltd is a clothing business registered at an address in Poole 
and directed by Timothy Ablitt, an EDL activist and regional 
organiser for the BFP. The company acts as a front for the 
EDL to get round a PayPal ban for promoting anti-Muslim, 
xenophobic and racist views, but whether donations will 
ever reach Lennon must be doubtful. 

Not to be outdone Britain First, a tiny group of former 
BNP members, jumped on the bandwagon and dispatched 
an email on 24 October appealing for supporters to 
complain to the High Sherriff of London that Lennon was 
at risk of being murdered in prison by violent Muslim fellow 
prisoners. After he was apparently moved to a safer wing, 
Britain First appealed again for supporters to write to their 
MP to complain about the conditions in which he was 
allegedly being held. Although Jim Dowson, one of Britain 
First's officers, is notorious for asking for cash on the 
slightest pretext, there was no appeal for donations. 

Nevertheless Britain First's involvement upset the BFP 
which posted a strong warning on its website about Britain 
First's “false campaign to ‘free Tommy Robinson'” and 
accused Dowson, Britain First and its chairman Paul 
Golding of being “serial scammers”. It seems Simon 
Bennett of the BFP has grabbed the chance to take revenge 
on Dowson for denying him lucrative commissions when 
both were in the British National Party. 

Dowson initiated legal proceedings for defamation. 
Shortly afterwards the BFP website went offline. The BFP 
blamed a “denial of service” attack, others said it was the 
result of Dowson serving legal papers on the BFP’s 
webhosting service. The website returned shortly 
afterwards with the attack on Dowson intact, suggesting 
the latter reason is unlikely. 

Hopefully this little fight will run and run. 
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Analysing Extremism 


From ‘mega cases’ to the 
bigger picture: analysing 
threats of violent extremism 
from the far right 


By Dr Paul Jackson 


When we think of far right violent extremism, our minds 
instinctively turn to the ‘mega cases’, such as Anders 
Breivik, or Timothy McVeigh. In this country, the David 
Copeland ‘mega case’ remains synonymous with far 
right terrorism for many. Such high profile figures tend 
to dominate the discussions, and undoubtedly they offer 
cautionary tales. Yet the field of far right violence is 
much larger than simply a few, particularly notorious — 
and in their own, aggressive terms more ‘successful’ — 
violent extremists. We must not limit our thinking to 
these ‘mega cases’ alone. 


The London Nazi bomber David Copeland 
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From David Copeland to Stuart Kerr 

For example, in the same year as David Copeland 
launched his nail bombing campaign, we can find 
another case of a neo-Nazi activist turning to violence, 
with many echoes of Copeland: Stuart Kerr. In a 
sustained campaign against a shop in Chichester run by 
a local Asian businessman, Kerr along with at least two 
associates smashed windows, and even tried to firebomb 
the premises. Kerr was a proud supporter of the British 
National Party at the time. As with Copeland, his bedsit 
was tuned into a shrine to Nazism, adorned with photos of 
Hitler, and stuffed full of copies of neo-Nazi publications 
linked to, among other groups, the National Front and the 
openly terroristic Combat 18. He was eventually sentenced 
to 12 years for his campaign of terror. 

Yet less high profile cases, like Kerr's, are often 
forgotten, and | will highlight some more at the end of 
this article that are worth reflecting on further. Such 
examples of far right violent extremism are every bit as 
important to include in our thinking on the threats posed 
by extreme nationalist groups as the true ‘mega cases’. 
Perhaps figures such as Kerr are not seen as being 
‘terrorists’ per se, but for the victims of so much far right 
violence of this nature, terror is often the defining 
experience. So such examples also need to be included 
in research agendas, and discussed in policy debates, 
every bit as much as threats posed by either mass far 
right movements seeking electoral success, or by larger 
scale violent extremists. 

Thankfully, the field of far right violence in general is 
receiving some fresh attention. Two important, recent 
books are worth reflecting on in this regard: Ramon 
Spaaij's Understanding Lone Wolf Terrorism (Springer) 
and Roger Griffin's Terrorist's Creed (Palgrave). Both 
offer penetrating analysis of the patterns and behaviours 
of violent extremists, and rightly set far right terrorism in 
a wider framework of politicised violent extremism that 


The University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media research group 
(www.radicalism-new-media.org) is an unaffiliated academic research and 
consultancy unit formed in 2009. It has worked on several projects with 


Searchlight, most notably Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality? and Far-Right.com 
(both appearing in 2011), and is grateful to the editors of Searchlight magazine 
for the opportunity to provide monthly independent comment in these pages. 


The immediate aftermath of David Copland's third terrorist act on 30 April at the 
Admiral Duncan pub. The nail bomb killed three people including a pregnant woman 
and injured 79, many seriously Photo: Neil Libbert 


marks the modern age. Far right ideologies are one 
among many extremist cultural worlds that inspire 
terrorism as a response to the modern world — from 
Islamism to the revolutionary left. Moreover, Roger 
Griffin's work, which | will discuss later in this article, is 
especially sensitive to the theme of far right violent 
extremism being a product of ‘modernity’. 


Conceptualising the ‘lone wolf’ 

Yet to begin, it is worth reflecting on Ramon Spaaij's 
account of the ‘lone wolf’ phenomenon, historically an 
under-researched area among academics that 
fortunately is starting to get some more sustained 
treatment. Personally, | prefer the term ‘solo actor’ to 
‘lone wolf', as this helps to distinguish between the 
process of carrying out of acts of violence as a solo 
endeavour, and the larger ‘community of support’ that 
somehow either tacitly or actively aids such loners in 
their actions. When such cases are closely scrutinised, it 
becomes clear that ‘solo actors’ almost never truly 
operate without the influence of others, and so defining 
what a ‘lone wolf’ actually is has been a somewhat 
contentious aspect of debate. 

Spaaij's account is short, just over 100 pages, but has 
much detail on a wide range of ‘mega cases’, including 
several far right figures. Such brevity is simply because 
the volume is part of a ‘briefings’ book series, designed 
to introduce new thinking on key subject areas. So 
Understanding Lone Wolf Terrorism ought to be read by 
up-and-coming researchers, and seen as a springboard 
for future, more detailed exploration of case studies on 
this crucial phenomenon. 

In the book, Spaaij chooses to define ‘lone wolf’ 
terrorism as simply those who operate individually; who 
do not formally belong to a larger political organisation; 


and who develop their attacks independently from 
others. This straightforward definition helps him, rightly, 
stress that a figure such as Timothy McVeigh — often 
casually cited as a ‘lone wolf' terrorist - was actually 
nothing of the sort. Joined by Terry Nichols in 
developing his 1995 Oklahoma City bombing, McVeigh 
was also connected to a variety of ostensibly Christian 
fundamentalist groups linked to the Christian Identity 
Movement. So as a true ‘lone wolf’ McVeigh seems to 
fall down on each of Spaaij's definitional points. Anders 
Breivik, on the other hand, seems a clearer cut case of 
the ‘lone wolf’ according to the model, yet Spaaij's 
analysis is nuanced enough to acknowledge there are 
always blurry lines between the loner intent on 
committing violence, and wider organisations licensing 
extremism through the ideologies they espouse. 


Comparing extremists 
When comparing Breivik with another of his ‘lone 
wolves’, David Copeland, Spaaij suggests some striking 
similarities too. Both cases reveal the basic problem found 
with a purist understanding of the ‘lone wolf' 
phenomenon, as even these more isolated protagonists 
have been connected to extremist groups in their pasts. 
Nevertheless, Spaaij stresses that both cases are intriguing 
in the way Copeland and Breivik rejected the relative 
moderation of larger groups they had affiliated with, and 
instead chose a violent path. Previous analysis of the 
Copeland case in Searchlight would suggest that his 
connection with, and support from, the National Socialist 
Movement at the time of his campaign would discount 
him from being a true ‘lone wolf’, even by Spaaij's model. 
Elsewhere, in a nuanced chapter on ‘Motivation and 
Ideologies’, Spaaij stresses that ‘protagonists of lone wolf 
terrorism often combine the broad structures of a more 
prevalent ideology with their own personal grievances and 
concerns’. With Copeland, this included the targeting of 
London's gay community as an outlet for his deep-seated 
homophobia — developed throughout his childhood as a 
result of bullying, not initially as a result of neo-Nazi ideals. 
Moreover, the importance of the campaign as 
something he took sole ownership of, a reign of terror 
that was somehow ‘his’, was also revealed in his police 
interviews. For example, Spaaij stresses that Copeland 
hated the fact that organisations such as Combat 18 and 
White Wolves started to take the credit for his actions, 
stating to the police: ‘| planned this. | have been 
dreaming about it for ages — doing what | did, getting 
caught, going to court — it is my destiny.’ Yet these more 
personal motivations were also clearly linked to a wider 
ideology. As Copeland also stressed: ‘| am a national 
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Timothy McVeigh, the main mover in the 1995 
Oklahoma City bombing, which killed 168 people and 
injured more than 680 


after the bombing 


socialist, or Nazi, whatever you want to call me. | believe 
in a ruling master race; | believe in race and country first, 
with the white race as the master race and Aryan 
domination of the world.’ Finally, Spaaij stresses that 
Copeland also fused fighting for the ‘white race’ with a 
belief that he was being guided by God in his actions — a 
point that Roger Griffin would find particularly 
interesting, as we will come to see. 


Responding to the threat 
Moreover, from Copeland and other cases, we get the 
clear sense from Spaaij's analysis that, psychologically 
speaking, far right ‘lone wolf' terrorists, or at least those 
who largely act alone, are complex figures. Indeed, he is 
keen to stress that, often, mental health issues of some 
description characterise their psychological makeup. In 
contrast to group actor terrorists, Spaaij suggests there is a 
greater likelihood that such ‘lone wolf" figures will suffer 
from a psychological vulnerability, such as clinical 
depression, when compared with violent extremists who 
clearly operate as part of a team, and in groups. 
Nevertheless, this is not usually to a level that excuses or 
exculpates such violent extremists from responsibility for 
their actions — as we have seen recently with Breivik — but 
is perhaps a useful observation to note when identifying 
figures potentially vulnerable to such self-radicalisation. 
Spaaij also stresses that the role of the internet has 
radically changed the levels of potential ‘lone wolf’ 
activity. Online spaces clearly place much extremist 
material within easy reach of potential ‘lone wolves’, 
and so monitoring internet environments is an important 
part of tackling this issue. Finally, in terms of diminishing 
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The Alfred P Murrah federal building in Oklahoma City 


Fire captain Chris Fields carries one-year-old Baylee 
Almon, injured in the bombing. She later died of her 
injuries along with 18 other children under the age of six 


threats from ‘lone wolves’, Spaaij rightly stresses that 
such violent extremism does not occur in a vacuum, and 
so confronting wider ideologies that are steeped in 
grievances and heap blame onto an easily identifiable 
‘other’ (as one can find in both the EDL and the BNP, as 
well as a myriad of other far right and extreme right 
wing ideologies operating in Britain today) is also crucial 
to minimising the threat from such attackers. 


Terrorism and the breakdown of reality 
Contrastingly, Roger Griffin's latest contribution to 
debates on terrorism, emanating from the far right and 
elsewhere, does not try to grapple with the mercurial 
nature of the ‘lone wolf’. Rather, Griffin is interested in 
unpicking the psychodynamics of the terrorist mind-set. 
By providing an analysis that tries to de-mythologise the 
terrorist rationale, make it seem less alien, Griffin hopes to 
take some of the irrational fear out of discussions on 
terrorism, allowing us to respond to such threats in a more 
grounded and coherent manner. Moreover, for Griffin, the 
roots of terrorism are inherently modern, the product of 
unsettling change such as that brought about by 
globalisation. Indeed, he stresses that far right terrorism at 
least is motivated by a utopian vision to replace what is 
seen as a corrupt and decaying modern world with a new 
and purified one; far right terrorists generate for 
themselves a fantasy world steeped in ideas of escape 
from corruption and decay, via revolution and renewal. 

As such, Griffin's approach highlights the importance 
of ideology as a key driver, again stressing that major 
terrorist protagonists such as Copeland, Breivik and 
McVeigh are also figures deeply intertwined within wider 


The University of Northampton’s Radicalism and New Media research group 
(www.radicalism-new-media.org) is an unaffiliated academic research and 
consultancy unit formed in 2009. It has worked on several projects with 


Searchlight, most notably Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality? and Far-Right.com 
(both appearing in 2011), and is grateful to the editors of Searchlight magazine 
for the opportunity to provide monthly independent comment in these pages. 


ideological networks. Therefore, understanding the 
connections between such notorious individuals, and the 
wider cultures that have bred in them hatred to such a 
degree that it legitimises lethal violence is crucial. 
Furthermore, it follows that tackling wider cultures of 
hate promoting such a narrative is important to 
combating threats of far right violent extremism. As 
Spaaij also stresses, seeing far right violent protagonists 
as somehow operating in a vacuum is deeply erroneous 
to serious thinking on this subject. 

To those familiar with Griffin's earlier work on fascist 
ideology, many of the themes here will become familiar. 
His modelling stresses that all forms of fascism gravitate 
around a desire for fundamental renewal and rebirth of 
the nation, expressed via an extremist type of 
nationalism that is diametrically opposed to liberal and 
plural values — what Griffin and others call ‘ultra- 
nationalism’. Combining such exclusionary nationalist 
extremism with a fantasy of revolutionary renewal, 
fascists also connect to the masses via a range of 
populist approaches. Yet only in times of deep crisis does 
this type of politics ever ‘take off’. So though fascism is a 
product of the modern world, more often than not 
fascist movements are marginalised. Interwar Italy and 
Germany were by far the exceptions in the history of 
fascist movements. Moreover, in the postwar 
environment, one strategy that many fascists have 
intuitively turned to in order to make an impact is 
terrorism — a response to the deeply hostile conditions 
for the creation of a fascist mass movement, capable of 
seizing power, following the defeat of Nazism in 1945. 


The radicalisation process 

To build on the extreme fantasy, held by all fascists, of 
overthrowing a modern world somehow gone wrong as 
a result of capitalism and democracy (usually encoded in 
a conspiracy theory fantasy that presents Jews, or 
increasingly now Muslims, as causing extreme 
corruption) in Terrorist’s Creed Griffin sketches out his 
own, idiosyncratic approach to thinking into the terrorist 
mind-set. For Griffin, the first stage of the radicalisation 
process is characterised by what he dubs a ‘nomic crisis’. 
In sum, the potential protagonist somehow begins to see 
the modern world as corrupted and at a watershed 
point. This has deeply unsettling implications for the 
person affected by this sense of crisis, who in turn 
searches for answers. Often, this leads such a 
disillusioned protagonist to become attracted to small- 
scale organisations that possess a ‘cultic milieu’ — a 
counter-culture with its own inner logic and mythology 
that start to provide ostensibly profound answers, and so 


the perception of living though crisis is met with an 
initial, though still quite general, response. 

Via sustained contact with a cultic milieu, the 
protagonist then enters into the next step of the process 
identified by Griffin: the ‘development of a Manichean 
world-view’. This is essentially a period where the 
protagonist re-encodes the world with new boundaries, 
often steeped in mythic ideas when doing so, in order to 
divide society into ‘good’ and ‘bad’. This creates a stark 
black and white reading of reality that begins to allow the 
protagonist to view him or herself as a minority elite, 
responding to the profound crisis that is seemingly being 
ignored by the majority of the population. At this stage 
the embryonic terrorist mind-set also starts to encode the 
sense of self with a belief of being ‘sent’, of being given a 
‘divine mission’ to carry out a ‘higher’ task, which may 
also be experienced as a moment of personal epiphany. 
To take an example, Copeland's sense of being driven by 
God, noted above, is typical of such a mind-set. 

The third stage sees the augmentation of this idea of 
‘mission’, and having a ‘sacred destiny’. Griffin dubs this 
consolidation process ‘heroic doubling’. By fully re- 
encoding the self as a hero figure, this stage sees the 
protagonist's mentality lift from identifying as a mere 
civilian, and now sees him or herself as a true warrior. 
Again, this is a theme we see extensively in terrorist 
rationale — just think of the publicity images that Breivik 
self-published where he was dressed in paramilitary outfits. 

Having developed this extreme sense of self as a 
warrior-redeemer figure, Griffin suggests terrorists then 
become overtaken by a variant of ‘Alice (in Wonderland) 
Syndrome’. Here, the protagonist loses any sense of 
scale, and develops a vastly inflated view of his or her 
self-importance. It is this deluded mind-set that allows 
the protagonist to genuinely believe that an isolated act 
of extreme violence may actually have a much wider 
impact. By carrying out an act of violence, the terrorist 
comes to believe they have achieved a superhuman 
status, either through the sacrifice of others, or even 
self-sacrifice. Finally, Griffin suggests there is even a 
post-violence ‘bliss of completion’, where the terrorist 
comforts him or herself with a sustained sense of self- 
righteousness in having carried out the ‘higher’ mission. 


Applying the model 

This approach is provocative, and speculative in nature. 
But reassuringly, Griffin shores up his model in a rigorous 
engagement with the current literature on the 
psychology of terrorism and extremism. Moreover, as 
with Griffin's previous work, he argues that such 
modelling is developed in order to be ‘useful’ in asking 
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key research questions — in this case on the importance 
of mythology and storytelling in the development of the 
profoundly distorted terrorist mind-set. As current policy 
debates seem ever more interested in unpicking how 
extremist ideologies and narratives work, undoubtedly, 
Griffin's unorthodox yet highly challenging — and 
eminently readable — approach ought to be seen as a 
major intervention in such debates. 

Through the bulk of Terrorist’s Creed, Griffin grounds 
this general analysis in some of the more recent ‘mega 
cases’, and makes some striking points to develop this 
thesis. Regarding far right protagonists, his re-appraisal of 
McVeigh stresses the non-Christian and cultic, rather 
than genuinely Christian, nature of the Christian Identity 
Movement that profoundly influenced McVeigh's 
developing politics. Rather than placing even a warped 
version of Christian theology at its centre, Griffin rightly 
stresses how the Christian Identity Movement ultimately 
celebrates the white race, not Jesus Christ. The McVeigh 
story is also revealing of the model Griffin proposes in 
other ways too: he stresses that, after an unsettling 
childhood and then being desensitised to violence during 
the Gulf War, in the early 1990s McVeigh was a troubled 
young man fearful the American dream was fragmenting 
into decay. He then started to attend gun shows, where a 
cultic milieu was present. But it was the 1993 siege at 
Waco, ending in the deaths of 76 Branch Davidian cult 
followers, that really led to McVeigh's radicalisation. 

After this point, McVeigh became a true believer in the 
idea of the world being split in two: between a tiny, 
heroic elite, which now included himself; and the forces 
of the Zionist Occupational Government and their 
puppets. Consolidating his worldview, he read The 
Turner Diaries, and even identified with Luke 
Skywalker's attack on the Death Star, to turn himself into 
a ‘warrior hero’. He became convinced that he needed 
to act, and, through his embrace of an ‘Alice Syndrome’ 
mentality, became deluded enough to think that his 
individual act - which we must remember led to the 
deaths of 149 adults and 19 children — would actually 
have some wider purpose. His sociopathic fantasy saw 
this as part of a blood sacrifice and a race war, but 
McVeigh could not see that he lacked any real 
organisation that would allow his extremist violence to 
be consolidated into a revolutionary conflict, and so he 
had no impact on developing the race war he wanted to 
inspire. After completing his ‘mission’, he remained 
unrepentant up to his execution. 


The ‘median cases’ in future research 
So Spaaij and Griffin's analysis is revealing of such ‘mega 
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cases’ in far right terrorism and violence. But what about 
other cases of far right violence closer to home? 
Researchers now need to consider what we might call, 
for now, the ‘median cases’, that is figures like Stuart 
Kerr who fall somewhere between the notorious ‘mega 
cases’ and non-violent far right activity. Perhaps these 
are figures who do not rise to true ‘mega case’ status 
because they are apprehended before committing 
violence; or perhaps we forget them because their 
violent campaigns have not been large enough to 
penetrate the general consciousness in the same way as 
Copland's nail bombs. We need to know more about the 
widespread nature of far right violent extremism, not 
just the most notorious ones. 

To take some less well-known examples from the UK 
in the past few years, Mark Bulman was convicted in 
2007 of firebombing a mosque in Swindon — he was a 
BNP activist obsessed with Nazi fantasies. Strikingly, he 
even used a BNP leaflet as the fuse for one of his petrol 
bombs. In 2008, another BNP activist, Nathan Worrell, 
was discovered to have a wide range of bomb making 
equipment and manuals in his home. He had been 
harassing a local mixed race couple, which aroused 
police suspicions. Closer investigation showed he was 
also linked to the British People's Party, the National 
Front and the Ku Klux Klan. 

English Defence League affiliates are also regularly 
engaged in violent behaviour, outside that committed in 
the heat of the moment during protests. For example, 
after causing a violent riot after storming a Rock Against 
Communism gig in Leeds, in September 2012 nine EDL 
affiliates were found guilty and sentenced accordingly. 
Another case was that involving Simon Beech and 
Garreth Foster, who were both sentenced to 12 years 
after setting fire to a mosque in Stoke-on-Trent. Beech 
denied he was a racist, but admitted to being linked to 
both the BNP and the EDL. Another EDL affiliate, Lee 
Preston, attacked an Asian taxi driver in January 2012, 
along with four other assailants chanting ‘we are EDL’. 
Meanwhile, among those apprehended before 
committing violence we can certainly cite the better- 
known examples of the Aryan Strike Force and Terence 
Gavan, but also the case of Neil Lewington, who 
claimed membership of the National Front. Strikingly, 
Lewington created the fantasy that he had formed his 
own reincarnation of the SS, the ‘Waffen SS UK’, and 
was found in possession of a wide range of bomb- 
making materials. 

There are many more such cases, some briefly set out 
in the report Lone Wolves: Myth or Reality?, which is 
freely available on the Searchlight website. So building 
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on the work of researchers such as Spaaij and Griffin, as 
well as Searchlight investigations, much more research 
into the ‘median cases’ needs to be carried out. Do they 
fit the same psychology and patterns identified by Spaaij 
and Griffin? What are the best methods for tackling 


these threats? What categories do we need to develop 
to really analyse such figures? Much more analysis into 
such extremism needs to be carried out if we are to truly 
understand the threats of violence coming from the far 
right in contemporary Britain. 


Professor Roger Griffin on 
cultures of violent extremism 


In the wake of the Anders Breivik case, do you think 
there is there a serious terrorist threat coming from 
the far right in Britain? 

If you check out the Home Office's official assessment the 
threat of a terrorist attack in mainland Britain today it will 
almost certainly be at least ‘substantial’, meaning a ‘strong 
possibility’, and the history of the UK over the last two 
decades suggests that any such attack could indeed be by 
right-wing extremists. For example, the London Olympics 
could have been a target as much for white supremacists 
opposed to multiculturalism as Islamists who hate the ‘West’. 
However the permanent potential for attack has rarely 
materialised in actual acts of violence, Islamist or right wing. It 
is also misleading to think of the far right as a homogeneous 
subculture, since it is much more fragmented and 
uncoordinated than the Islamist right. As a result the threat of 
right-wing attacks is paradoxically both serious and minimal 
simultaneously. Breivik, though radicalised by both a real and 
virtual far right sub-culture in Norway, had to operate as a 
lone wolf precisely because of the lack of any coordinated 
revolutionary movement of the extreme right, and thus his 
case emphasises both how statistically unlikely a right-wing 
terrorist attack is and how serious it is when it happens (the 
same could be said of David Copeland or Timothy McVeigh). 


Historically, what is it that drives people to take up 
far right terrorism? 

Interwar Europe spawned fascist movements in almost every 
country, such as the BUF in England, and these served as an 
outlet for radical ideas about national identity and destiny. 
But the stability of liberal capitalism in the West since 1945, 
despite its structural crises, has driven the far right into 
pseudo-democratic ‘populist’ parties such as the BNP, 
intellectual or ‘metapolitical’ cultural extremism (the New 
Right), and radical websites, all impotent to bring about 
change. The sense of impotence this engenders drives some 
racists or ultranationalists with a particularly desperate need 
for ‘action’ (fortunately a very small minority) to adopt the 
only strategy available for those who feel caught up in an 
asymmetrical war with the ‘system’: terrorism.--- 


Is there a difference between ‘solo actor’ terrorism 
and group terrorism? 

With the rare exception of a figure such as Ted Kaczynski, 
the Unabomber, most solo actors turn out to have been 
radicalised through contact with extremist groupings and to 
have even had accomplices or mentors. There is, however, 

a deep difference between David Copeland, Timothy McVeigh 
or Anders Breivik and religious extremists such as Islamists 
or separatists such as Chechen ‘rebels’ or the RIRA, all of 
whom tend to operate as small cells radicalised, armed, and 
often coordinated by the broader movement or cause they 
represent which often has local leaders and, in the case of Al 
Qaeda, a global iconic leader figure. 


Ted Kaczynski, known as the Unabomber, America's most prolific bomber 
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Based on your own analysis, do you think mental 
health issues are significant? Can we say that 
terrorists are simply mad? 

If they are ‘mad’ it is certainly not ‘simply’. Ideologically 
motivated violence could be seen as the result of a self- 
induced psychosis whereby the sense of resentment, hatred 
and impotence of individuals suddenly crystallises into a split, 
Manichaeanised world of good and evil, and the individual 
becomes a cosmic warrior charged with the mission to fight 
evil, even at the cost of his or her own life. This can lead to 
acts of extreme violence which seem mad but have their own 
chilling inner logic which is often utterly divorced from a 
healthy reality principle, causing the terrorist to utterly 
miscalculate the results of his or her actions. However, | am 
aware of no evidence to suggest that there are any clinical 
conditions which predispose individuals to the fanaticism that 
leads to violence. 


How important are cultures promoting hatred towards 
Muslims, as created for example by the English 
Defence League or by websites such as Gates of 
Vienna, in promoting contemporary far right violence? 
This is very difficult to say. The same website may have a major 
impact on the radicalisation of one racist activist and a minimal 
impact on another where cultural milieu and socio-economic 


environment was far more important. Extreme right wing 
hatred and violence existed long before computers and would 
exist even if all websites were banned, just as pornography 
would exist even without the internet and in any case cannot 
be blamed as the main cause of sexual violence against women. 
It is an important issue but | doubt whether sociologists can 
agree about the impact of websites on actual violence, any 
more than they can on the effects of violent videogames. 


Do you think the Prevent Agenda is able to tackle 
violent extremism from the far right? 

Like many others concerned with monitoring extremist 
violence, | am very critical of the Prevent Agenda in both its 
versions as an effective way of conceptualising the root causes 
of terrorism or identifying effective strategies to counteract it, 
even in the context of its main subject: Islamist violence. It 
utterly failed to take the risk from the right seriously and can 
have no palpable impact on preventing radical right violence 
as far as | can see, but that was not the main preoccupation of 
the British state in the post-9/11 climate in which the Prevent 
initiative was set up. 


Apart from the state, what role can civil society play 

to better tackle far right terrorism and violence? 

The key to counteracting far right terrorism is to constantly 
monitor and expose the existence of 

pec nies dangerous ideas, individuals, and groups 

Be at all levels of society (a task that 
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‘wan original, insightful, and innovative 

contribution to. the literature on 
terrorism" 

— JEFFREY M. Bate, Monterey Institute 

: of International Studies 


“among the most original and 
sweeping theoretical works to come 
from the terrorism studies genre.in the 
last decade.’ : 

BES min —Jérrrey B.Cozzens, 
White Mountain Research LLC 


‘It is rare to find a’ work of such. 


originality in. a field like terrorism 
studies’ ( 

— Dr. Farsat Devys; 

University of Oxford 


‘an analysis that js at once 
philosophical, psychological, political, 
and historical...’ 


—Hayben Waite, 
University of California 


Searchlight has been performing for 
decades), and to use education and 
media to remind people of the logical 
consequences of fanatical racist hatreds 
(the many genocides and persecutions), 
celebrate the good aspects of multi- 
faith, multicultural Britain, and 
encourage atheists and faith 
communities to interact in a spirit of 
transcultural humanism. The socio- 
economic roots of much interethnic 
hatred must also be fully recognised by 
society as well as politicians, and zero 
tolerance of racism promoted at all 
levels, civic and institutional. However, it 
would be utopian to believe that the risk 
of terrorist violence from the right can 
ever disappear, let alone the racism, 
xenophobia, and prejudice that 
underpin them. 


Professor Roger Griffin is the author of 
Terrorist's Creed: Fanatical Violence and 
the Human Need for Meaning. He was 
interviewed by Dr Paul Jackson. 


By Gerry Gable 


IT WAS A YEAR ago that Cyril Paskin, 
field commander of the antifascist 
1962 Committee, known as the 62 
Group, died. Following Jewish tradition 
his memorial stone was set on 4 
November, in the presence of those 
few remaining veterans of the war 
against the Japanese fascists in Burma, 
the 43 Group who fought Oswald 
Mosley's fascists across Britain in the 
1940s and 1950s, and the 62 Group, 
as well as a wide range of people he 
had befriended during his long and 
active life. 

Cyril was a brilliant and brave tactical 
leader in the battles against the fascists 
of the 1960s in which the 62 Group 
used what today would be called direct 
action to prevent Mosley, Colin Jordan, 
John Tyndall and others holding fascist 
meetings and other actions on the 
streets of London. 

| was proud to serve in the 62 Group 
under Cyril, who was also my friend. 
Last year the Paskin family asked me 
to say a few words at his funeral 
alongside his son Barry, Air 
Commodore Gordon Moulds and 
Richard Harrington, Cyril's MP and 
supporter of Cyril's charitable work. 

Cyril was instrumental in establishing 
the Philip Green Memorial Trust, named 
after his old friend and 62 Group 
comrade Phil Green. The trust funds 
projects to provide specialised help and 
hospices for terminally and seriously ill 
children and their families. In his last 
years Cyril travelled to Nepal while a 
civil war was raging to start a project 
on behalf of PGMT to help the children 
of his beloved Gurkha comrades from 
his time in Burma. 

The two enduring photos of Cyril are 
the one of him wearing his war ribbons 
and another showing him leading the 
62 Group into action against the openly 


Cyril Paskin fells Martin Webster at Kerbella Street in 
London's East End on 4 October 1964 after 62 Group 
street fighters penetrated police lines to attack a street 
meeting organised by John Tyndall's Greater Britain 
Movement. The platform party were dragged down, 
beaten and left in the gutter. Tyndall and Webster later 
became respectively chairman and national organiser 
of the National Front 


Nazi Greater Britain Movement 
smashing their attempted anti-Jewish 
rally in the heart of the East End. His 
family asked us to enlarge and copy this 
unique photo so that mourners at his 
funeral could see what a brave leader 
he was. 

Salud Cyril from all your old 
comrades in the 62 Group and from 
antifascists who have followed, 
inspired by your life. 

The struggle continues. 

Cyril Paskin, born Hackney 26 August 
1922, died Harrow 1 November 2011 
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Immigration trumps Englishness 
for English Democrats 


By Sonia Gable 


“WE ARE SET TO BECOME the leading nationalist party 
in England, as we are poised to overtake the British 
National Party", Robin Tilbrook told his party's members 
at the 11th annual conference of the English Democrats in 
September. 

That aspiration may be why the English Democrats are 
contesting five of the 41 elections for police and crime 
commissioners on 15 November at an outlay of £25,000 
in deposits, let alone campaigning costs. As none of the 
candidates has a hope of being elected, it seems a lot to 
pay for a bit of publicity in elections that most people will 
barely notice. However it is four candidates more than any 
other “nationalist” party, excluding the UK Independence 
Party, which presumably does not count as nationalist in 
Tilbrook's eyes. 

Tilbrook wanted to field even more candidates, the only 
constraint being the £5,000 deposit for each. They might 
not all lose their deposits. Candidates need to poll more 
than 5% to get their money back. The five English 
Democrats, standing in Cambridgeshire (Stephen 
Goldspink), Essex (Robin Tilbrook), Kent (Steve Uncles), 
Merseyside (Paul Rimmer) and South Yorkshire (David 
Allen), each face four to six opponents and in an election 
where a very low turnout is expected — possibly under 
10% in some areas — and little is known about voting 
intentions, some of them could well top 5%. 

Not unlike Kevin Carroll, the British Freedom Party 
candidate for the Bedfordshire police commissioner, the 


MORE POLICE - Catching Criminals! 


{tis criminals who should be afraid, not law 
abiding citizens! The English Democrats will 
have a zero tolerance policy toward political 
correctness [n policing and will prioritise 
traditional English law and order and 
cracking down on real criminals and gangs 
When we say that our priority will be “more 
police — catching criminals!”, we mean it and 
we will not hesitate to use the full powers of 
what will be a powerful and important office 
to achieve it. If you are a voter and you want 
the police to be unfettered by political 
correctness, doing the job that we all once 
thought they were paid to do, then on 15th 
November vote English Democrats! 


ZERO 


TOLERANCE 


On Crime, Criminals & 
Political Correctness 


Flying 


OUR... 


Resist the government's proposed 
15% cuts to police budgets 

Put more police on the beat where 
they are needed 


Cut red tape and bureaucracy that 
keeps officers off the beat 


Put an end to political correctness in 
policing 


Every police station should proudly fly the 
Cross of St. George. We will promote 
celebrations of St. George's Day! 


Ensure a zero tolerance approach to 
crime & anti-social behaviour 
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English Democrats say they want more police on the beat, 
no cuts to police budgets, an end to political correctness 
and zero tolerance to crime and antisocial behaviour. Their 
election leaflet, however, has some extras. “Every police 
station should proudly fly the Cross of St George”, it says, 
without explaining how that would improve policing. 

Flags are important to the English Democrats, however. 
Rimmer got himself arrested after he walked into his local 
police station in Toxteth, Liverpool in May and objected to 
the “gay flag" being flown on the building. He was not 
charged and is bringing a private prosecution against 
Merseyside police for flying the flag without planning 
permission under regulations controlling advertising. All 
this must be good preparation for the police 
commissioner's role. 

More relevant perhaps is a promise to “prioritise 
traditional English law and order". What does that mean? 
Hanging probably; transportation to Australia — difficult 
now that Australia is not a colony; the stocks, pillory, 
public whipping naturally. Private prosecution of crime, 
perhaps. Or go back a few centuries to the Middle Ages 
and its wide variety of methods of torture. You get the 
idea. Tilbrook is a solicitor: he should know better than to 
appeal to voters’ insecurities with meaningless phrases like 
this. Or does he imply a contrast between traditional 
English law and sharia? 

As well as the police and crime commissioner elections, 
the English Democrats have nominated David Wickham to 
stand in the parliamentary by-election in Corby on 15 
November against 13 other candidates, but are not 
contesting Manchester Central on the same date. 

It is doubtful whether the English Democrats will do 
much campaigning for all these elections. The party has 
only 3,000 members, income in 2011 of just over £60,000 
and long-term debts of nearly £220,000. 

Of these 3,000 members, just 66 turned up at its annual 
conference in St Albans on 22 September. Nearly one third 
were recently members of the British National Party, 
compared to one fifth of the 50 or so members who 
attended in 2010. 

The large number of ex-BNP members doesn't worry 
the English Democrats. Derek Hilling, the party secretary, 
said: “I haven't come across one individual who has come 
across from the BNP who hasn't been a credit to the 
organisation. The biggest issue on the National Executive 
Committee was Eddy Butler's membership. He was invited 
to the NEC's November 2011 meeting and answered 
questions." 

Butler was the national organiser and elections officer of 
the BNP until April 2010 and tried to challenge Griffin for 
the party leadership that summer. After he failed to 


overcome a very high nominations hurdle, many of his 
supporters went on to form the British Freedom Party, 
though he kept out of it. Butler was credited with the 
BNP's first ever council election victory: Derek Beackon’s 
short-lived tenure of a council seat in Tower Hamlets in 
1993/94. 

Hilling also revealed that he and Tilbrook met 
representatives of the UKIP 15 months ago to discuss 
possible co-operation or a grand alliance. Apparently 
Tilbrook declined an offer of the deputy leadership of the 
UKIP in return for shutting down his party. “UKIP are not 
to be trusted on a national level. We might agree to 
electoral deals with them at the local level," Hilling 
explained. 

Local electoral deals between the UKIP and English 
Democrats are a logical tactic. Although the two parties 
have different founding principles — anti-EU and pro-UK 
for the UKIP and English nationalism and celebrating St 
George's Day for the English Democrats — they have a lot 
in common. Stopping immigration for one. A poll at the 
conference found that the most important issue by far for 
members was immigration. After that came, in order, 
English culture, history and identity; the EU; Islam; and 
finally economy, employment and benefits — showing they 
are little in tune with the interests of most voters. 

Capturing the mood of his party, Tilbrook told the 
conference: “The very idea of England itself is in danger 
from an establishment which literally wishes to swamp our 
culture with unrestricted immigration. The mission of our 
party and the English movement generally is to wake up 
the people of England before it is absolutely too late." 

Those words must have been music to the ears of Chris 
Beverley, the most prominent of the ex-BNP contingent in 
the party. A former BNP councillor in Leeds and Yorkshire 
and Humber regional organiser, Beverley is constituency 
office manager to Andrew Brons MEP and is high on the 
list of those whom Brons is targeting to join his new British 
Democracy Party. 

Other former BNP members present included Joanna 
Beverley (Chris's wife); Butler from Essex; Claudia 
Dalgleish from London; Graham Partner, a former BNP 
councillor, and lvar Hammonds both from Coalville; David 
Haslett from Leicester; Graham and Patricia Jelley, Frank 
O'Brian, George Rouse and Robert Lassen from Solihull; 
Andrew Kershaw, a long-time BNP member and regional 
officer from Yorkshire; Wayne McDermott, former BNP 
organiser in North West Leicestershire where the BNP had 
two councillors; lan McPhee from Cambridge, Malcolm 
Moore from Walsall; Tom Redmond, a former BNP 
parliamentary candidate in Leeds; William Rolfe from 
Cambridgeshire; Rob Slade from Walthamstow; lan and 
Sharon Sutton from Barnsley; and Rob Walker from 
Northamptonshire. Several of them were BNP organisers. 

Coming from a party whose leader is run off university 
campuses whenever he tries to speak, they would have 
been pleasantly surprised that Tilbrook attracted no 
protests when he spoke to students at the University of 
Nottingham's faculty of Law and Social Sciences last 
February. Not only that, his invitation came from Dr 
Matthew Goodwin, a prolific media “expert” on the BNP, 
English Defence League and “extremism”. 


Goodwin was the organiser of the Exchange Knowledge 
on Far Right Extremism conference held in London on 15 
September. Earlier, on 8 March 2012, he was one of the 
speakers at a conference entitled “From Voting to 
Violence? New Evidence on Far Right Supporters” at 
Chatham House, alongside Professor Jocelyn Evans, with 
whom he co-authored a similarly titled report launched at 
the conference. The other two speakers were the Labour 
MP Jon Cruddas and Nick Lowles, Chief Executive of the 
Hope Not Hate campaign. 

Tilbrook described himself to the students as a solicitor 
and a “recovering” Tory, “you know, like a ‘recovering’ 
alcoholic!" Pre-empting any objection that his party was 
full of ex-BNP members, he revealed that as well as 
former members of the three main parties and UKIP, his 
party included an ex-member of the Socialist Workers’ 
Party. After outlining English Democrat policies — anti-EU, 
anti-immigration, St George's Day etc — he predicted that 
Scotland would vote for independence and declared that 
English people should be consulted on what should 
happen for England. What would happen if, say, Scotland 
voted for independence and England voted for a 
continuation of the Union he did not explain. 

The English Democrats’ spring conference will be held in 
Doncaster in March 2013 and the party will return to St 
Albans in September for the 12th annual conference, 
when the party will also hold a “sitting of the English 
Parliament”, whatever that may be. 
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Home news 


of hate crime 


By Daphne Liddle 


A COUPLE OF HUNDRED people 
gathered on the evening of 
Saturday 20 October in Trafalgar 
Square, despite the rain and cold — 
and even though many were 
probably tired from the big TUC 
march earlier that day — to take 
part in a No to Hate Crime 
candlelight vigil to remember the 
victims of hate crime. 

The event was the fourth annual 
vigil organised by 17-24-30, a 
registered charity formed to 
commemorate the victims of the 
London nail bomber, David 
Copeland. The numbers represent 
the dates in April 1999 when 
Copeland set off his bombs: 17 


Beverley Smith of the Disability Hate Crime Network 
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April in Brixton Market, 24 April in 
Brick Lane and 30 April at the 
Admiral Duncan pub in Soho. 
Copeland set out to attack the 
black, Asian and gay communities 
of Brixton, Brick Lane and Soho 
hoping it would create a climate 
of fear which would eventually 
lead to the election of the British 
National Party (BNP). Over the 
course of three weeks he planted 
three nail bombs that killed three 
people and injured many more. 
Copeland was identified by a 
workmate after the police had 
sent CCTV footage to NASA for 
specialist enhancement. But it was 
Searchlight that confirmed his far- 


Peter Tatchell, human rights and LGBT campaigner 


‘emembering the victims 


right connection via one of its 
moles in the far right. A former 
British National Party member, he 
had moved into the hardline, 
violent National Socialist 
Movement, led by Tony Williams, 
an old school friend and political 
comrade of Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader. Other prominent NSM 
leaders were the Satanist David 
Myatt and Steve Sargent, brother 
of Charlie Sargent, leader of the 
Nazi terror group Combat 18. 
Although Copeland had been 
photographed on fascist activities 
and had acted as a steward 
wearing a name badge at a BNP 
conference, neither Special Branch 


discrimination case 


nor MI5 had any record of him. 

17-24-30 believes it is important 
to bring people together. The 
gatherings are valuable to those 
who have been affected by the 
attacks, they bring our local 
communities together, and 
provide families and friends with 
support and the opportunity to 
gather and remember loved ones. 

More recently the charity's scope 
has been widened to include all 
victims of hate crime but 
especially those who are targeted 
for being gay, lesbian, or bi or 
transsexual. The vigil marked the 
end of Hate Crime Awareness 
Week, during which local 
authorities, community 
organisations and others put on 
events around the country to state 
clearly that hate crime is not 
acceptable in our communities and 
that we need to work together to 
tackle it. 

Speakers at the vigil included 
Son Ofa Tutu, Marcus Reeves, 
Lady Phyll Opoku (UK Black 
Pride), Beverley Smith (Disability 
Hate Crime Network), David 
Pilkington (Deaf Community), 


Finn McGoldrick highlighted Nick Griffin's harassment of a gay couple who won a 


Sue Sanders, LGBT rights activist who has specialised in challenging oppression in the 


AM 


public and voluntary sectors for over 30 years, founder of LGBT history month and 
co-chair of Schools Out, which works for the equality of LGBT people in education 


Emelia Foldaway (Dyke March), 
Darren Brown (TUC), Antony 
Fenwick (LGBT History Month), 
Fiona Harvey (L&G Switchboard), 
Shaun Dellenty (Inclusion for all), 
Bisi Alimi (Kaleidoscope Trust), 
Martha Tee Gee Oh (Trans 
London), Sue Sanders (The Harvey 
Milk Foundation), Finn 
McGoldrick (NUS LGBT 
Campaign) and Peter Tatchell. 

Music was provided by the L- 
Project and the London Gay 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Finn McGoldrick told those 
assembled that Griffin had 
published on Twitter the names 
and addresses of two gay men 
who had just won compensation 
for being refused accommodation 
together at a small boarding 
house — along with a homophobic 
rant. 

Griffin also suggested a 
demonstration outside the men's 
home to intimidate them. The two 
men have declined to press 
charges, but the European 
Parliament is being urged to take 
disciplinary action against the BNP 
MEP, whose own home address 


has since been widely circulated. 

Bisi Alimi is a young gay 
Nigerian refugee who had to flee 
for his life to Britain. He told the 
gathering of the many friends and 
colleagues he had lost who were 
killed because of their sexuality. 

He came to Britain bearing 
physical and emotional scars. 
“And while | ran away from 
Nigeria with the hope of finding 
solace in the UK, | had to deal 
with homophobic abuse and 
even physical assault because of 
my sexuality in Britain too," he 
said. 

“| remember vividly the attack | 
experienced in south London in 
2008, just a year after escaping 
death in Nigeria. | was slapped 
and beaten in Lewisham by a 
group of boys. My only sin was 
that | had kissed my then 
boyfriend goodnight." 

A long list of names was read of 
victims all around the world who 
had been killed because of their 
sexuality. 

There were messages of support 
from David Miliband, Nick Clegg, 
Boris Johnson and many others. 
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News and analysis 


GREECE 


Golden Dawn: 
a party of the system? 


By ST 


“YES, WE ARE GOLDENDAWNERS, forget what you 
know!", Greek policemen were reported to have said to 
arrested anti-fascists in Attica’s General Police Directorate 
(GADA) on 30 September 2012. 

Some hours before that, the first anti-fascist patrol had 
taken place in the centre of Athens. It was a response to 
the high number of pogroms and attacks against 
immigrants by right-wing extremists. A group of about 
150 demonstrators drove on motorcycles around 
neighbourhoods with high rates of racist crime, such as 
Golden Dawn's stronghold of Ayios Panteleimonas. Police 
motorcycle units followed the demo. According to 
participants, members of Golden Dawn attacked the 
convoy and clashes started. “Clashes between 
demonstrators and local residents", according to the press 
spokesman for the Greek police, Khristos Manuras. 

At that point the police launched their onslaught and 
arrested 15 anti-fascist protesters. Those arrested 
denounced the use of police violence and reported that 
they even used Tasers against them. “There might have 
been some minor injuries, during the clashes between 
residents, protesters and police”, according to Khristos 
Manuras. None of those who attacked the anti-fascists 
was arrested. It was just the beginning. 

“Now that we know who you are, we will bury you just 
like your grandparents in the Civil War", was the 
preamble for prolonged abuse by police of the “Athens 
15" — boys and girls. Under the supervision of a DELTA 
head officer the protesters were slapped, beaten up, 
burned, spat at, insulted, disrobed, humiliated. They were 
refused medical treatment, food, water and a lawyer for 
19 hours. They had their photos taken for police officers’ 
private collections, they were videotaped, and threatened 
with having their home addresses sent to Golden Dawn. 

“There was no use of force by police officers against 
anyone in GADA", according to Manuras. 

“An Abu Ghraib-style humiliation", according to one of 
the Athens 15 lawyers, Dhimitris Katsaris: “This is 
happening daily. We have the pictures, we have the 
evidence of what happens to people who get arrested for 
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protesting against the rise of the neo-Nazi party in 
Greece. This is the new face of the police with the 
collaboration of the justice system.” 

The next day, the protesters were taken to court, where 
they were charged with “disturbing the peace with 
covered faces”, because of the helmets they wore while 
riding their motorbikes. Two of them were charged with 
grievous bodily harm. At the same time, a crowd of about 
300 people demonstrated in solidarity with the arrested 
anti-fascists in front of the courthouse. When the 
detainees were leaving the court to get into police cars, 
the police attacked the crowd, detained 20, and arrested 
another four. The temporary detention of all arrestees has 
been prolonged for a couple of days “after an 
unprecedented vengeful decision", they said. They were 
all released on 5 October, the Athens 15 on bail of 
3,000 (£2,440). 

Shortly afterwards, SYRIZA MPs asked a question in 
parliament regarding the arrests of the anti-fascist 
activists. The answer from the Ministry of Citizen 
Protection was an unprecedented attack against SYRIZA, 
accusing the party of being the political mentors of rioters 
of all kinds and of aligning itself with everyone clashing in 
the streets, from both ends of the political spectrum: that 
is accusing the left-wing party for aligning with the 
Golden Dawn. The Ministry wrote: “... it is a new low for 
this particular party to launch attacks for the ... tolerance 
toward the ‘mafias’ which act in Ayios Panteleimonas — 
since it previously reacted and continues to react to the 
‘Xenios Zevs' operation in the area, just like Golden Dawn 
does — in a paradoxical aligning." 

Nevertheless, the incident of the anti-fascists' torture by 
the Greek police soon gained a lot of publicity. One of the 
Athens 15 told The Guardian why: “Journalists here don't 
report these things. You have to tell them what's 
happening here, in this country that suffered so much 
from Nazism. No one will pay attention unless you report 
these things abroad.” 

And so it was. There are many similar cases that never 
see the light, because no Guardian writes about them. 


Golden Dawn MPs show their true beliefs in parliament 


Especially when the victims are not native Greeks. Human 
Rights Watch in its July 2012 report denounces the 
insufficient state reaction to racist violence. In particular, 
Human Rights Watch states that the victims face the 
threat of detention and deportation if they try to 
denounce a crime. And not mentioning the fact that the 
victims are asked for their papers first, even before calling 
for medical help. If victims are illegal they do not get any 
help at all. Undocumented migrants are also routinely 
discouraged from filing official complaints or asked to pay 
a fee for filing a complaint. Some victims are even advised 
by policemen to fight back themselves. 

On the other hand, the authorities fail to prosecute 
racist and xenophobic violence for what it is, while in light 
of the crisis they are turning a blind eye — together with 
the EU and the international community. The justice 
system completes the picture. The aggravating 
circumstance of racist motivation for a crime has never 
been applied since 2008 which it was introduced into the 
Criminal Code. 

Striking enough, the police do not seem to have any 
strategy for monitoring the activities of “citizens’ groups” 
and/or members of Golden Dawn, although the media, 
citizens, NGOs and government officials accuse them 
explicitly of racist violence. Neither do the police seem to 
follow any strategy against racist violence, although they 
have a significant presence in the city centre. 

The following two cases are revealing about how the 
police respond to victims of racial attacks in Athens’s most 
anti-immigrant neighbourhood, the afore-mentioned 
stronghold of Golden Dawn, Ayios Panteleimonas. 

Baktiar Mohammadi was assaulted by a group of ten 
people in August 2009 for being Muslim and crossing in 


front of a church. He was badly injured. After half an 
hour of lying almost unconscious, he managed to crawl to 
Ayios Panteleimonas police station, where an officer told 
him he should go to the doctor first - by himself — and 
then come back to file a complaint. He called a friend 
who took him to the hospital. Then he returned, and the 
police told him to come back at noon. On his return at 
noon, they told him it was lunchtime and he should come 
back in the afternoon. And in the afternoon they told him 
that the supervisor was not there. 

Mohammadi filed his complaint about the attack 
directly with the Athens prosecutor's office. Two years 
later he was informed that there was insufficient evidence 
to substantiate a claim of police negligence, while the 
unknown perpetrators remain under investigation. 

The second case is Ali Rahimi who was stabbed in 
September 2011 in Ayios Panteleimonas, after he and 
two friends were attacked by a group of 15 people. He 
and his friend Reza Mohammed, who had witnessed the 
attack and was persecuted by the perpetrators, were able 
to identify the man who stabbed Rahimi, and the man 
and the woman who had chased Mohammed. They were 
not arrested. Rahimi was taken to the hospital, and 
Mohammed to Ayios Panteleimonas police station. 

Outside the police station Mohammed saw the 
suspects and identified them again. The police told the 
suspects and they filled a complaint against Mohammed 
for false accusation and defamation. Then the police put 
all of them, including those alleged to have stabbed his 
friend, in the same cell. Mohammed overheard a woman 
on her phone saying: “We have no problem, we are 
Greeks. The police told us we are Greeks. We are going 
to leave now." 

There are dozens of similar stories. Since Golden Dawn 
entered parliament, racist attacks have escalated. The 
number of victims increases daily. The state is not only 
failing to protect victims and punish perpetrators, it is an 
accomplice to racist violence through its law enforcement 
bodies. 

“There is no doubt that the Greek police always respect 
human rights and don't use violence", says Khristos 
Manuras. 

Always? 

One in two policemen voted for Golden Dawn in the 
May or June 2012 election, according to journalist Vasilis 
Lambropulos, raising serious doubts about the quality of 
their service. One of the characteristic of neo-Nazi parties 
is their anti-system character. Golden Dawn however 
seems to be an exception. 


ST is a Greek antifascist. The situation in Greece is now 
so bad that antifascists consider it unsafe to put their 
own name on an article critical of Golden Dawn 
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UNITED STATES 


The Northwest Imperative 


Redux 


By Leonard Zeskind and Devin Burghart 


Institute for Research & Education on Human Rights, www.IREHR.org 


TWO SELF-AVOWED WHITE SUPREMACISTS, Holly 
Ann Grigsby and David Pederson, are awaiting trial in 
district courts in Oregon and Washington State for a 
five-month crime spree in 2011 that included 
kidnapping, robbery and murder — all in the name of 
preserving and purifying the “white race". They are 
charged under the same racketeering statute that was 
used by federal prosecutors in 1985 in Seattle, when 23 
members of The Order were indicted for a murder, 
robbery and other crimes. 

The Order criminal enterprise lasted longer, involved 
more combatants and was considerably more 
sophisticated politically than the most recent case. 
Indeed, the legacy of The Order included multiple Klan, 
Aryan Nations and neo-Nazi organisations adopting the 
“white bastion" strategy: trying to create a whites-only 
republic in the states of the Pacific Northwest region of 
the United States. Although it had its detractors inside 
the white nationalist movement at the time, the 
strategy was promoted widely until the defeat of the 
militia movement in the late 1990s. 

Today, the white nationalist idea of secession, carving 
out a piece of territory in the Pacific Northwest, is 
regaining adherents. An uptick in activity in the region, 
increased discussion of the possibility of establishing a 
white republic, and the migration of a few white souls 
into the states of Montana and Idaho may be signs that 
more trouble is in the offing. 

In the present era, such a proposal is rooted in a frank 
admission of failure. The Aryans are without a strong 
organisational vehicle. There is little of the cross- 
organisational cooperation similar to that of the Klan- 
Aryan Nations-neo-Nazi axis of the late 1980s. As such, 
the Tea Party movement — not white nationalism — has 
become the principal vehicle for white opposition to 
President Obama and racial equality. 
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Moreover, this strategy is undercut by the fact that its 
main proponent, Harold Covington, is considered an 
anathema by most other white nationalists. Long-time 
Searchlight readers might remember Covington. Born in 
North Carolina, he became a National Socialist, moved 
to Southern Africa in the early 1970s to pursue his 
politics there, then returned to North Carolina as a 
member of the National Socialist Party. He tried to 
establish a home in England, but was quickly found out 
by Searchlight. Moving again and again, he finally 
settled in Washington State and became in the new 
millennium a propagandist for the cause of an Aryan 
republic in the Northwest. Today he is the éminence 
grise behind the Northwest Front and the author of four 
“revolutionary” novels. 

The Northwest Front maintains a small cadre of 
individual members dotted across the states of Idaho, 
Montana, Oregon and Washington, and its website is 
devoted to encouraging others to move into the region. 
But Covington's long history of bitter personal attacks 
on men such as William Pierce, who are universally 
admired by most in his movement, virtually guarantees 


Harold Covington, who while in England helped found the Nazi terror group 
Combat 18 


Richard Spencer, director of the National Policy Institute, which aims to create an 
intellectual basis for white nationalism 


that his ranks will remain small and thin. Also, 
Covington's tendency to treat himself as the only 
serious player in the room generally leaves a bad 
aftertaste for those who do try to work with him. 
The fact that The Occidental Quarterly reviewed his 
books and pronounced him to be a brilliant writer 
and the smartest National Socialist leader since 
George Lincoln Rockwell says less about Covington, 
and more about the lack of common sense in the 
Quarterly's ranks. 

No thanks to Covington, Aryan-types have remained 
in the region. Followers of the so-called Creativity 
religion invented by Ben Klassen have lived there for 
some time. Volksfront, which has become a transatlantic 
white power skinhead organisation, originated on the 
Oregon-Washington state border two decades ago. 
Remnants of the Aryan Nations, such as Karl Gharst, 
remain a danger: in Gharst's case making repeated 
threats to the Montana Human Rights Network, which 
has laboured long and hard to stem the racists and anti- 
Semites in that state. Elements of the militia movement 
persist as well. 

The idea of creating a white bastion is back. One of 
the threads on the Stormfront website that discusses 
moving to the Northwest has 112 pages of comments. 
Further, a number of high profile white nationalists have 
recently been drawn into the region, particularly 
Montana. Stewart Rhodes, an attorney associated with 
the Posse Comitatus-like organisation Oath Keepers, 
recently moved into the state. So did Chuck Baldwin, 
formerly of sunny Florida. Baldwin made a name for 
himself as the presidential candidate of the Constitution 
Party in 2008. Richard Spencer, executive director of the 
National Policy Institute (see Searchlight October 2011) 


and creator of the Alternative Right website, also 
moved in. Most vocally, Californian April Gaede moved 
into Montana. 

Gaede, a one-time member of William Pierce's 
National Alliance, is a talented organiser. More than a 
decade ago she began promoting her twin girls, Lynx 
and Lamb, as the Aryan songstresses Prussian Blue. 
After mainstream news sources started covering the duo 
as a novelty act — singing Skrewdriver anthems at 
meetings across the country — April Gaede gained a 
certain notoriety as well. Today, however, the National 
Alliance that gave Gaede a platform is all but gone. And 
the twins, now grown up young ladies, have eschewed 
their mother's politics in favour of multiracial liberalism. 
Today, Gaede is promoting a strategy called Pioneer 
Little Europe. 

Unlike Covington's Northwest Front, the Pioneer Little 
Europe strategy does not demand obeisance to one 
organisation or ideological permutation. It is 
purposefully organisationally non-specific. And it does 
not require one to move into the Northwest, but 
encourages the creation of all-white enclaves anywhere 
in the country. As such, it builds on the already existent 
tendency towards white flight among a sector of the 
population. 

It is making its first, most concentrated appearance in 
Montana, however. And it is the Montana Human 
Rights Network that will be most in need of the support 
and resources necessary to counter Pioneer Little 
Europe. 


Longtime white supremacist organiser April Gaede, whose twin daughters have 
abandoned their Prussian Blue singing act in favour of multiracial liberalism 


November 2012 | Searchlight | 29 


a eS ee ee 


News and analysis 


Industry captain flies kite 


for Mussolini 


THERE ISN'T YET in Germany an airport named after 
Adolf Hitler. Hopefully there will never be one. But a 
leading business representative in Italy has called for an 
airport to be named after Benito Mussolini. 

The name of the fascist dictator would give the airport 
“greater visibility” and bring economic advantages, 
according to Massimo Balzani, a prominent member 
of the Italian employers’ federation. Never mind if 
Mussolini acted as an inspiration to Hitler before 
becoming his closest ally in the perpetration of crimes, 
implementation of racist legislation and exterminations 
in concentration camps. 

Balzani is a representative of Confindustria, similar in 
scope to the Confederation of British Industry. It is Italy's 
leading business organisation and speaks for 130,000 
businesses that together employ around 4.2 million of the 
private sector workforce. Treating Mussolini as a kind of 
saviour from such a pulpit is as close as one can get to 
reminding everyone that leading industrialists were 
instrumental in helping to finance Mussolini's newspaper, 
I! Popolo d'Italia, and then to sustain his advance into 
politics. From car and tyre manufacturers to ship owners, 
they queued to provide him with every form of assistance. 

Balzani made his proposal in an interview with a 
national newspaper. He said that one of the airports in 
Central Italy that is up for sale to private investors would 
stand a better chance of finding a buyer if it were to shed 


an — oo Ga 


Massimo Balzani: happy to pose with a bust of Mussolini 


30 | Searchlight | November 2012 


By Alfio Bernabei 


its present name of Luigi Ridolfi, a First World War pilot 
whose name no longer rings a bell, and be renamed quite 
simply “Benito Mussolini Airport”. To put this idea into 
perspective, it's worth reminding readers that in 2007 
Searchlight published an article denouncing the fact that 
bottles of wine with the image of the dictator making the 
fascist salute were on sale in a duty free shop at an Italian 
airport. This resulted in protests locally. The bottles were 
removed from the shelves. Now it is an entire airport that, 
according to a director of industry, should be turned into 
an instrument of Nazi-fascist propaganda carrying the 
dictator's message. It is a dramatic illustration of the 
snowball effect that the revisionist trend has achieved in 
recent years in the face of little or no opposition from the 
world of politics and the media. 

The airport Balzani wants to rename is at Forli, a city in 
Emilia-Romagna. It lies about ten miles from Predappio, 
Mussolini's birthplace, where the dictator's tomb, 
sometimes flanked by guards of honour in fascist uniform 
(after an interval they reappeared this summer), is visited 
every year by thousands of Nazi-fascists. 

This is the same airport where, in September 1944, 42 
people were shot dead by the Germans who controlled 
the area together with the blackshirts of Mussolini's 
puppet army of the Sald Republic. The innocent victims, 
whose crime was to fight against the Nazi-fascists, were 
buried in holes created by the aerial bombing of the 
advancing Allied Forces pushing north to liberate the 
country. Most of those killed remain unidentified to the 
present day. 

Balzani said that the idea of having the airport renamed 
after Mussolini arose not for ideological reasons, but as a 
“gift” to sharpen up its image, aimed at improving the 
prospects of a sale to prospective buyers in the current 
process of privatisation. 

“| am not saying that Mussolini's politics must not be 
scrutinised, even from a negative standpoint, he declared, 
“but it should be recognised that it was Mussolini himself 
who wanted this airport to be built.” 

Although he denies being a fascist, Balzani was happy 
to pose for photographs next to a bust of Mussolini. 


Asked if he had informed the national representatives 
of Confindustria before publicly announcing his wish to 
attach Mussolini's name to an international airport, 
Balzani, who has a directorship role with about 800 
employers under his watch, said he had done so “in a 
personal capacity”. 

The moment Balzani's suggestion made the headlines, 
the deputy President of Confindustria, Aurelio Regina, 
expressed “regret” that it had come from one of its 
leading members and dismissed it as “totally 
inopportune”. No further action was taken. As far as 
one can tell, none of the managers of the 130,000 
businesses affiliated to Confindustria have asked for 
Balzani's resignation. 


There was forceful condemnation from ANPI, the 
Associations of Partisans who fought against the 
Nazi-fascists during the Second World War, and from 
some left-wing local councillors who called the idea inept. 

“There is no doubt that Fascism was an association 
of delinquents” said the Local ANPI representative, 
Lodovico Zanetti. “It's quite wrong to name airports 
after criminals.” 

Thomas Casadei, a local left wing regional councillor, 
called for a public demonstration to express outrage at 
the idea. 

A page on Facebook was set up under the title 
“Mussolini, git le mani dall'aeroporto!" (Mussolini, 
hands off our airport!). 


Mussolini reviews Macchi 202 fighter aircraft 
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News and analysis 


Racism and xenophobia monthly 


summary 


Natasha Yudina of the Sova Centre presents a monthly review of manifestations of xenophobia and radical 
nationalism, together with corresponding government countermeasures. This review is based on material 
gathered by the SOVA Centre in the course of its daily monitoring for September 2072. 


NATIONALISTS TRADITIONALLY attended the 
opposition events in the third “March of Millions” on 
15 September. However, their numbers were small: in 
Moscow only around 250 people. Nationalists took 
part in similar actions in other Russian cities: St 


Russian identity expressed through the Orthodox church 
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Petersburg, Volgograd, Novosibirsk, Ryazan, Tambov 
and Ulyanovsk. 

Three people were injured as a result of racist and 
neo-Nazi attacks in Moscow and the Nizhny Novgorod 
region. Overall, since the beginning of this year, 11 
people have been killed and 132 people injured in 
racist attacks, and one person has received serious 
death threats. These events took place in over 23 
Russian regions. 

In addition, the nationalists continued managing 
conflicts according to the “Kondopoga Technology" 
(trying to mobilise people encouraging violence and 
retaliation against non-Russians, as in the Kondopoga 
riots of 2006). In particular, they tried to join a rally 
held by a group of bikers in the town of Sergiev Posad, 
in memory of Leonid Frolov, who died in a fight at a 
local market on 30 June. Since the murder was 
committed by a native from Azerbaijan (who, as 
reported on 19 September, has been arrested), the 
nationalists made an attempt to join the rally but did 
not find a common language with the bikers. Thus, 11 
people were detained by the police. 

There were at least seven acts of neo-Nazi vandalism 
in September. So far in 2012, we have recorded 69 acts 
of racist and other ideological vandalism in 32 regions 
of the country. 

The SOVA-Centre did not receive any information 
about convictions in September in cases of racist 
violence motivated by hatred. In total since the 
beginning of this year at least 15 verdicts have been 
issued against 42 people in 11 Russian regions. 

However at least seven verdicts were issued against 
seven people for xenophobic propaganda — in 
Moscow, Ul'yanovsk, Orel and Vologda regions, 


Khanty-Mansiysk region, Komi and Chuvash Republics. 
So far in 2012, 60 verdicts have been issued in cases of 
racist propaganda against 79 people in 36 regions. 
During the past month, the Federal List of Extremist 
Materials (compiled by the Ministry of Justice of the 
Russian Federation) was edited five times and was 
extended to include paragraphs 1427-1460. The 
extensions covered online material by radical Islamists, 
including some websites; ethno-xenophobic materials, 
including videos from the Vkontakte social network; 
images extracted from the “wall” of a certain Igor 
14/83 in Vkontakte; books by Yuriy Muhin and 
Grigoriy Klimov; posts of a member of the 
Odnoklassniki social network; and the fundamentalist 
Orthodox newspaper, published with the blessing of 3 » 
the former bishop Diomede. Marchers call for the abolition of the Article 282 anti-extremism law 


Nationalists hijack Unity Day 


SIX THOUSAND RUSSIAN nationalists dressed in black Russian nationalists consider Putin has betrayed them 
marched through Moscow on 4 November calling for by welcoming migrant workers and giving huge 

an end to Vladimir Putin's rule and chanting anti- subsidies to the largely Muslim regions of the North 
immigrant slogans. Caucasus. 

The marchers, mostly young men with closely 
cropped hair, were marking National Unity Day, a 
holiday created by President Vladimir Putin to replace 
the celebration of the Bolshevic Revolution on 7 
November under Communism. Civil rights activists say 
Putin himself is responsible for growing far-right 
violence and the hijacking of the holiday, because he 
has promoted nationalism himself to feed his vision of 
a resurgent Russia. 

Some carried large Russian Orthodox icons, using the 
church as a symbol of Russian identity. There were also 
imperial Russian flags. Many expressed hostility to 
immigrants from Russia's mainly Muslim southern 
regions and from the independent republics that were 


2 es part of ie es mile Like fascists hb oo : XBATUT KOPMUTb 
other countries, they claimed immigrants got all the 
jobs. "  TAADKUKUCTAH 


Some protesters gave Nazi salutes and set off smoke 
bombs. Police said 25 people were arrested for 


wearing swastika armbands. Many risked fines by i ‘ 
covering their noses and mouths with scarves and ( PO CCUaA HAM ae 
nationalist flags in contravention of a new law banning Same 

masks at rallies. “Stop feeding Tajikistan. Workplaces for the Russians” 
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Fighting 
fascism and 

Every month, for 37 years, Searchlight has 
exposed the far right in Britain and abroad. It 

carries out investigations, reports on fascist 
activity and supports community-based anti- 
fascist organisations. It is the first port of call 

for activists, academics and journalists. 


The BNP hates it. 


So if you want to keep yourself informed on 
what is going on in the BNP and the rest of 
the extreme right you should subscribe to 
Searchlight. 


Subscribing by standing order will save you 
20% on the cover price and protect you 
from future price rises. Searchlight, the 
essential magazine for anti-fascists. 


*A huge increase in the cost of posting Searchlight abroad has forced us to 
increase non-UK subscription rates, for which blame the government-owned 
Royal Mail, but we are still good value. 
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A future 
that works 


THE TUC'S SECOND biggest march against austerity 
brought over 150,000 trade unionists onto the streets 
of London to send a message to the government that 
“austerity is simply failing” in the words of the outgoing 
TUC general-secretary Brendan Barber. Thousands more 
marched in Glasgow and Belfast. 

Local branches of all the major trade unions, plus many 
smaller ones, and of progressive political parties were 
represented by people ranging from children worried 
about their future, to retired and about-to-be retired 
people facing reduced pensions, and from executives, 
to teachers, to factory workers, to unemployed people. 

Brendan Barber said the massive turnout showed how 
unpopular the coalition's policies were. “The Government 
is making life desperately hard for millions of people 
because of pay cuts for workers, while the rich are given 
tax cuts.” 

Bob Crow, leader of the RMT rail union, was loudly 
cheered when he called for a 24-hour general strike. He 
also called on Ed Miliband, the Labour Party leader, to 
oppose all spending cuts. Earlier Miliband was booed 
when he said Labour would have to make “hard choices" 
if it were in government. 

While the march was going on, hundreds of supporters 
of the Boycott Workfare campaign mounted protests at 
Workfare providers in the Oxford Circus area, 
temporarily shutting down businesses, to protest against 
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_ for Fragments sur les Temps Présents 
(tempspresents.wordpress.com) 

This short volume edited by 
scholars Anton Shekhovtsov and 
Paul Jackson gives an overview of 
the European extreme-right music 
scene close to the skinheads. Each 
chapter focuses on one particular 
country: Germany, France, Sweden, 
Greece, Hungary, Romania, Czech 
Republic and Great Britain (with a very specific study on lan 
Stuart Donaldson, the founder of the Blood and Honour 
promotion network). Two more general chapters discuss 
the role of women in this scene and the possibility of 
censorship in the internet age. 

The chapters are insightful and well documented. 
Therefore, this book is very useful for those who are 
interested in issues of the relationship between the extreme 
right and music, beyond the relationship between the 
extreme right and culture. There is also a detailed study of 


WHITE POWER MUSIC: 
SCENES OF EXTREME-RIGHT 
CULTURAL RESISTANCE 


Review: White Power Music 
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the scheme that forces claimants to give unpaid work to 
companies, undercutting low-paid workers’ conditions. 
In Park Lane, Disabled People Against Cuts blocked the 
road, with wheelchair users chaining themselves together 
to stop traffic. 


lyrics, the way these music bands create “enemies” (racial or 
“traitors"). In fact, young researchers who contributed to 
this volume provide new analytical frameworks for better 
understanding of the evolution of the European extreme 
right since the early 1980s, although the authors mainly 
focus on the analysis of this scene from the beginning of the 
1990s to the 2000s. 

This is one of the few analyses of the White Power scene, 
painting an almost complete landscape of these milieus. The 
only thing missing is studies of White Power music in Russia 
and the US. Yet still, it is an important book for 
understanding this scene. 


White Power Music: scenes of extreme-right 
cultural resistance 
Available from Searchlight at 


£8.50 UK £10.50 Europe £12.00 Rest of the world 


Order online at www.searchlightmagazine.com or by 
post, including cheque payable to Searchlight, from 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 OHE 
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